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LTS 


«A stern chase is along one,” but our journal 
of congressional proceedings is at last concluded. 





Mr. Lacock’s reply is inserted as promised, with 
several long articles from manuscript, and a highly 
interesting summary of foreign articles, &c. 





Weare flattered by the re-publication of our first 
number, on the “sovereignty of the states,” in seve- 
ralnewspapers. No 2, is givenin the present sheet. 

A powerful writer in the Richmond Enquirer, has 
taken up this subject. We congratulate the pe-- 
ple on having such a champion. 

A resolution has been introduced into the legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of amending 
the constitution of the United States, so as to pre- 
vent the incorporation of a bank, except in the 
district of Columbia. We hope that the amend- 
ment may goso far as to deny that congress has the 
power to grant acts of incorporation at all, or vest 
any persons with peculiar privileges, except within 
the district aforesaid. The resolve passed the house 
and, we believe, the senate also. 








{ Conclusion of the Congressional Journal. | 


The disagreement to this amendment was concurred in by the 
house, and the bill again sent to the senate. 

‘The house tovk up the bill from the senate in addition to the 
act coucerning tonnage and discriminating duties; [extending the 
reg ofthat act to the vessels of Prussia, Hamburg and Bre- 
men. 
sunie bill was explained and supported in a short speech by mr. 

thin. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. was opposed to the bill in its present shape, 
and entered into some commercial statements to shew that it was 
inexpechent, particularly as it was in the nature of a convention, 
and could not be altered for five years. Amongst his objections, 
mr. S. said, thata very heavy transit duty was laid by Prussia on 
our tobacco, passing through the Netherlands, up the Rhine, into 
her dominions, which had greatly affected the price of that sta- 
plein Holland; and he proposed an amendment, substantially, to 
require of Prussia to lay no higher duty on our tobacco, passing 
thither through the Netherlands, than was imposed on it if enter- 
ed in a Prussian on as Dantzic, Stetten, Stralsund, &c. 

Monday, March 1. Several bills were passed, which will ap- 
pearin the list efacts. Further proceedings on the petition of 
the surviving officers, of the revolutionary army, was indefinite- 
ly postponed. The report of the committee on this case conclud- 
ed with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That cach officer ef the revolutionary army who was 
enutled to halt pay for life under the several resolves of congress 
upon that subject, and afterwards, in commutation thereof, re- 
ceived the amount of five years full pay, in c:rtificates or se- 
curitits of the United States, shall now paid by the United 
States, the nominal amount of such certificates or securities, 
Without interest, deducting therefrom oue.eighth part of the said 
amount. 

The house next agreed,on motion of Mr. Terry, by the casting 
vote of the speaker, to take up the bill for the ben: fit of the 
Connecticut Asylum for the deaf and dumb, (granting to it a 

ation of six sections of the public lands. ] 

_ After considerable debate, the bill was ordered fora third read - 
wg~-riad the same day and passed, ayes 57, noes 45. 

_ The house on motion, proceeded to the cousideration of the 
bill trom the senate, to continue in force an act regulating the 
currency within the United States of the gold and silver coins of 
Great Britain, France, Portegaland Spai:. and the crowns and 
fivefrane pieces of France. 

On motion of Mr. Lowndes, the bill was amended by an entire 
substitute, without. however, materially changing its provisions; 
which amendment wasidered to be engrossed, and was subse- 
quently read the third time, passed and sent tothe senate. 

Lhe speaker kaid brfure the house a letter from the secretary of 
the treasury transmitting an account of the receipts and expen- 
ditures of the United States for the year 1817. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Holmes, resolved itself in- 
to a committee of the whole on the state of the Union, to which 
Was referred the bijl authorising the president of the United 
States to take possession, under the treaty with Spain, of’ east and 
then Riorich, and providing for the temporary government of 

“Fritarys 
Discussion being bad on the amendment proposed by Mr, 
VoL. XVi.— Ds 





Holmes, to appropriate money for the appointment of commission - 
ers to adjust the claims, which he remarked was “rather made at 
the suggestion of the executive departments,” and which was 
rejected—the bill. going tbrough the usual forms, was passed. 

The house, on motion of Mr. Middleton, went into committee 
of the whole, Mr. Pitkin in the chair, on the bill in addition to 
the acts prohibiting the slave trade. 

Considerable debate took place on this bill, ¢ome amendments 
were made, of no importance to notice 2s we intend to publish 
the law. It was ordered fora third reading. 


Tuesday, March 2. Mr. Poindexter, from the committee on 
the public lands, to whom was referred the resolution of the se- 
nate requesting the president of the United States to employ aii 
artist to ascertain the latitude of 36 degrees 36 minutes north, 
on the west bank of Tennessee river, reported the same without 
amendment; and on motion the resolution was laid onthe table. 

The bill tofix the salaries of the registers and receivers of pub- 
lic monies—was indcfinitely postponed. 

Mr. Pleasants, from the eommittee on naval affairs; to whom 
was referred a report of the commissioners of the navy pensiun 
fund, made to the house during the present session, madea re- 
port thereon; which was read, and the resolution therein contained, 
after some explanatory remarks of Mr. P. was concurred in, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the navy pension fund 
the instructed to use all the m-ans which the laws place within 
their power, to cverce payment of the balances due to the fund 
from all persous who may be found indebted to the same, and that 
they report to the house of representatives at an early period of 
the next session of congress, a particular statement of the means 
which have been used, and the success of those means, in aecum- 
plishing the objeets of this resolution: and also, that they report 
whether any, and what, additional legislative provisions may be 
necessary to compel a complianee with the different provisions of 
the laws on this subject. 

Mr. Pleasants, from the same committee, reported Without a- 
mendment the bill from the senate to incorporate into one act the 
several acts concerning hospitals, and sick and disabled seamen, 
and then. on motion of Mr. P. made by the instructions of the 
naval committee, the bill was indefinitely postponed, 

Mr. Folger, from a select committee, to whom was referred the 
bil) from the senate for the relief of Daniel Pettibone [renewing 
his patent for welding steel to iron] reported that it was inexpe- 
dient to pass the bill, and the bill was ordered ta lie on the table- 

The house took up the amendments of the senate to the bi! 
authorising the formation of astate government for the territory 
of Missourmand concurred in all of them, execpt that whieia 
struck out the prohibitory clause concerning the admission and 
toleration of slavery. 

Some debate arising again on the principle of this amendmenf, 
Mr. Tallmadge moved the indefinite postponement of the bili. 

This motion was discussed at some Jength—messrs. Mii! ¢, 
Taylor anid Tallmadge ag a the postponement; and messrs- 
Scott, Anderson, of Ky. Poindexter, Tucker, of Va. Barbour, of 
Va. and Beecher, opposing it; aud was decided by yeas and nays 
in the negative—ayes 69, noes 74. 

The question reeurring on concurring with the senate, in 
striking out the clause, Mr. Addams opposed the concurrence, at 
some length: and 

‘The question being taken, was decided in the negative, by yeas 
and nays as follows— 

For concurring 76 
Againt it 78 

So the house refused to agree with the senate in striking out 
the clause, and the bill Was returned to the senate, 

The bill from the senate providing for the correction of errors 
in making entrics of faud at the land offices, was read the third 
time, passed, and returned to the senate. : 

The house the» resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Cobb in the chair, on the bill trom the senate making pro- 
vision ‘or the civilization of the ludian tribes adjoining the fron- 
tier settlements. 

Mr. Barbour made a motien to’strike out the first section 
negatived. ayes 25,noes 78, It wasread a third time and passed. 

The bill from the senate for the adjustment of ¢laims to lands, 
and establishing land offices, in the district east of the island of 
Orleans, after some Opposition, Was passed. 

A message was received from the senate, announcing that they 
adhere to their amendment, (striking out the festrietion of sle- 
very.) to the bill authorising a state government for the Missouri 
territory. 

The meeage was then taken up; when 

Mr. Tayler moved that the house adhere to its disagreement to 
said amendment; which motion brought ona renewal of the de- 
bate on the subject;in whieh the restriction was Zealuusly supe 
ported by messrs. Taylor, Mills and Tallmadge, and as Zealously 
opposed by Mr. Cobb. 

The question was finally taken on adhering te the former deei* 
sion of the house, and decided in the affanatit.. 4, seas ans mays 
as follows— 

For adhering 78 
. Against it _ 66 
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The adherence of the two houses to their respective opinions | 
preciwiing any further propositions or compromise on the subject, 
the bill was of course lost. 

The joint resolution from the senate, directing the manner of | 
exeeuting, and fixing the prices to be paid for the public prinung, 
was thrice read, passed and returnedo the senate-.-- : 

he bill from the senate to provide for the due execution of | 


committee of the whole, Mr. Hugh Nelson in the chair, and was 
stibsequeatly read the third ume, passed and returned to the se- 
Nat. 

- The house then resolved itselfinto a committee of the whole, 
on motion of Mr. Harrison, My. Cobb,in the chair, on the bill con- 
cerning invarid pensioners, and made some progress thercin; when 
about sun set, the committee ruse, and the house acjourned. 





‘ OP The National Inteliigencer of Thursday, the 5th of March, 
s®ys——ltis scarcely necessary to give the journal of the two houses | 
OF yest rday, since the list of acts will shew what was not done, : 
#s welias what was done. We shall hereafter state some of the: 
proceedings, chat on the land bill particularly. 
, The following are the procecdings uf the senate on Tuesday, 
omitted in their proper place. | 

‘Vhe bill from the other house for the erection of certain light! 
hous:s, beaconsand buoys, passed through a committee of the 
whole, and wasordered to a third reading. ; 

. The joint resolution from the house, direeting the mode of nam- | 

ing the national vessels; the bill authorising, the secretary of war , 
to appoint anadditunal pension agentin Vennessee; the bill re- | 
guiating the pay ofinvalid pensioners; and the bili for the relief, 
ef Hanuah, Ring and Luther Frink; were severally read the third 
time, passed, and retarned to the other house. 

The engrossed bill from the other house, authorising a state 
government in the Missouri territory, was read the third time, 
as amended, passed, and returned for concurrence im the amend- 
MiciitSe 

"lhe same paper, of Friday, che 6th, adds— 

We have already stated that congress clused its late session on 
Wednesday, and have given the prominent legislative proceed- 
ings of tiat day. he house adjourned, sine die, abi ut halt past 
hive o'clock in the evening. Previous to parting, the following 
interchange af expressions of regard teok place between the houses | 
and ther presiding oflicers respectively. 

IW THE SENATE, 

On motion of Mr. Burrill, of Rhode-Island, the following reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, unanimously, ‘That the thanks ef the Senate be pre- 
sented to the bon. James Barbour, senator trom Virginia, for the 
dignified and impartral manver wm which he nas discharged the 
important duties of president of the senate since le was called 
to the chacr. 

Resolved, unanimously. That the thanks of the Senate be also 
presented to the hon. John Gaillard, senator from South Caroli- | 
na, jor the dignified and impartial manner in which he discharged 
the important duties of president of the senate during the time he 
presided therein. 

Mr. Barbour, in reply, addressed the senate, as follows: 

Gentieinen— he sensitality producea by ~ this new evidence of 
your kindness and approbation, is beyond my power to express. 
3 would rather refer to your own bosoms as furnishing a more 
correct standard by which to appréciate it. I have the consola- 
tion to reflect that whatever of zeal or. capacity, 1 possess, Las 

een devoted to the discharge of the duties of my station. Your 
apprebation is more than an ample reward. Permit me, as the 
Moment of separating is approaching, from all fur a season, from 
some, perhaps, forever, to tender you all an affectionate farewell, 
and pray that, upon your return to your respective homes, your 
rec: piiuy May be such, in all your relations, as may make you hap- 


Yoh Gaillard next rose and replied as follows: 

Mr. President—Ncxt to the satistaction arising from the eonsci- 
ousuess of faithfully performing our duty, the favorable opinion 
of those with whom we are associated, aifords the highest gratifi- 
eation that can be received; and the present vote of approbation 
together with the many acts of kindness I Mave expericaced trom 
tms honorable body, have excited in my mind feelings of gratitude 
which neither time nor Ciycunistances can ever eflace, 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


The following resolution was, on motion of Mr. Hugh Nelson, 
of Virginia, unanimously adopted— 

Resolved, ‘Lhat the thanks of this house be presented to the‘ 
honorable Henry Clay, for the able, impartial, and dignified mau- 
ner in which he has presided over its deliberations, and perform- 
ed the ar uous and importani duties of the chair. 

To which Mr. Clay replied as ivilows— 

I beg you to receive, gentlemen, my most respectful acknow- 
ledgme ts for the flattering vote which you jiave done me the 
houor te pass. — we wayscntertanmg for the house the highest 
consideration, the expression of your approbation conveys @ gra- 
titication as pure as it isincscribable. Lowe jt to truth, however 
to say, gentlemen, that, but fu #truust unjimitted confidence 
with whieh you os ve constantly susixined the chair, I should have 
becn niterly incompetent to discharge its arduous duties. 

If, gentlemen, iv the course of our deliberations. momentary ir- 
ritation has b-en,at any time felt, or unkind expressions have ever 
in the heat of debate, fallen from any of us, let these unpleasant 
ineidents be cousigned to oblivion, and let us recollect unly the 
anxious desire which has uniformly animated every one to pro 


anton 


One painful circumstance fills me with the deepest regret. It 
is that, after having co-operated with many of you, with some 
for years, to advance the public good, we separate, to meet, per- 
haps, no more. I here bear testimony to the fidelity with which 
you have all labored to fulfill the high and honorable trust com- 
mitted to us by thenation. And every one of you will carry with 
you My most ardent wishes fur your welfare and happiness. 


Mr. Lacock’s Re ply. 


FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 


Messrs. Gates anp Sraton—Shortly after the re- 
port was made in tlfe senate on the subject of the 
Seminole war, formal notice was given in your pa- 
per, that strictures (ample and free in their charac- 
ter) would be made onthat report. Those stric- 
tures have appeared; and, by an editorial paragraph 
subjoined, it would seem that the editors of the In- 
teligencer had viewed the conduct of the commit- 
tee andthe senate on that occasion, as of such a na- 
ture as to justify in them a departure from the rules 
that have heretofore been observed in conducting 
their press. Itis believed that this is the first in- 
stance in which, through the medium of that paper, 
the congress of the United States have been arraign- 
ed tor their conduct; or that a committee of either 
branch have been charged by an officer of the army, 
with deliberate falsehood and malice fora discharge 
of their duty. Of this, however, no complaint is 
made, as it respects the editors. 

But, as the strictures have been made to assume, 
by those artificial means, an importance they would 
not have merited when intrinsically considered, it 
is therefore hoped that the editors will feel no hesi- 
tation in publishing the following observations. 

Yours, &c. A. LACOCK. 








TO THE PUBLIC. 

Having recently seen, in the National Intelligen- 
cer, strictures of an erroneous character, upon a re- 
port made by a select committee of the senate, on 
the subject of the Seminole war, and being the only 
member of that committee now at the seat of govern- 
ment, it seems to be a duty I owe to the senate of the 
U.S. to the committee of which I was a member, and 
tomy own character, tooftersome remarks on those 
strictures. Im the first place it is necessary to ob- 
serve, that, on applying to the editors of the Na- 
tional Intelligencer, I was informed by them, in 
writing, that they were authorized to give up, as 
the authors of the strictures, the names of two offi- 
cers of the army of the United States. Could I 
have brought myself to beheve that those young 
men* were the real, as they were the ostensible, 
authors of those strictures, they would have been 
treated with silent pity and commiseration, and their 
production would have remained forever unnoticed 
by me. But charity for those men, and the peculiar 
circumstances of the case, forbid this conclusion: 
We must look to a higher source for their author. 
Those young men were aids to general Jackson, or 
belonged to his military family. Soine of the docu- 
ments annexed tg the strictures, were, it seems, fur- 
nished from his own private bureau, for they could 


a 


*Those officers were examined by the committee; 
they discovered (but more especially one of them) 
talents and much energy of character, that if tem- 
pered with prudence, cannot fail to make them use- 
ful members of society; and a tenderness for them, 
bordering on parental regard, has induced me to 
withhold their names fromthe public, knowing that 
«public rebuke hardens the heart,” and beheving 
that, when they have numbered my years, they will 
look back onthe ungarded follies of youth with sor- 








mote what appeared to him to be for the prosperity of 
of o m- 
mon country. prosperity ur com 


row and remorse. 
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not be obtained in the war office. The personal in- 
vectives indulged in, in the strictures, correspond 
entirely with his previous observations in the public 
taverns and ball rooms of Washington;—for it is a 
fact notorious, and cannet be denied, that on these 
occasions he was vociferous in his imprecations, and 
violent in his threats, of personal vengeance, even 
to cutting off the ears of some of the members of the 
select committee, and this while the subject was 
before the senate; and some members of the house 
of representatives, who dared to animadvert upon 
his conduct, or even to doubt his infallibility, were 
menaced in nearly a similar manner. Under these 
circtimstances, there seems to be no unfairness in 
considering that general Jackson is the real author 
of those strictures, or at least he approved of, and as- 
sented to the publication:* and that those gentlemen 
(with more gallantry than prudence) were induced 
to step. forward and take upon themselves a respon- 
sibility that the general himself felt unwilling to en- 
counter. Anditisfor him to decide how far it was 
just and proper for age and experience to take ad- 
vantage of the exuberant ardor of youthful feelings 
and attachments, and by this means induce the offi- 
cers in question to hazard their reputation and fu- 
ture prospects in the army, by acts of inconsiderate 
rashness. As citizens of the United States, they 
were entitled to equal privileges with all others. 
As military officers, they were held stricuy subordi- 
nate tothe civil power. An act of congress declares, 
that every officer shall be cashiered, or otherwise 
punished by court martial, who shall even speak 
contemptuous or disrespectful words of the congress 
of the United States or of the legislatures or govern- 
ors of any of the statesin the union: And, by rules 
and regulations established in the army of the U. 
States, the officers are forbidden, under like penal- 
ties, from publishing in newspapers, or otherwise, 
observations disrespectful of each other. 

And itis believed that this is the first instance in 
which a military officer, whose conduct was tle sub- 
ject of investigation before the congress of the U. 
States, has ventured to charge that body witha viola- 
tion of the constituticn, and with ex¢rcising inquis:- 
torial power.t Or thata committee of either branch 
of the national legislature has been charged with 
the “most wanton and studied disregard to truth,” 
and the most “foul” and “dishonest motives.” But 
how far it is either for the honor or interest of the 
nation thus to submit to military dragooning and 
newspaper chastisement, by military officers who, it 
is believed, visited the seat of government for that 
purpose; and how far a committee of the senate of 
the United States should be subject to this kind of 
discipline, for the conscientious discharge of official 
duties, imposed bythe unanimous voice of that body, 
is forthe proper authorities to determine. 

I shall now state faithfully the proceedings had in 
the senate and before the committee, on this subject, 
pledging myself, andappealing to others, for the cor- 
rectness of every fact stated. 

On the 18th November, 1818, the president’s 
message to both houses of congress was received. 
In this message the president refers to the Seminole 
war, and promises to present to congress the docu- 
ments respecting it. 


— diem 








ne 


“If the reader entertains any doubts as to the au- 
thorship of the strictures, they will be removed on 
reading the deposition of col. Orr, in which it will be 
Seen, that general Jackson obtained from him a fact 
which he asked leave to make use of in the stfic- 
tures. 

(‘See last paragraph of the strictures. 


On the 4th December, 1818, this volume of docu- 
ments was received in manuscript and sent to the 
printer. On this day (and not onthe 18th, as stated 
erroneously in the strictures) the resolution was 
offered in the senate, for raising the committee on 
this subject; it was considered on the 7th, and post- 
poned from time to time, until the 18th December, 
when it was modifiedand enlarged, on motion of Mr. 
Eaton, and unanimously adopted. This delay was 
occasioned by the senate’s not having previously re- 
ceived the documents from the printer. 

There had, however, been made, in the senate, a 
call on the president for further information on this 
subject, and this resolution, offered on the 16th De. 
cember, was agreed to on the 17th, and the call was 
complied with on the 28th December, by message’ 
and another volume of documents furnished. 

These documents were not received from the 
printer until the Ist or 2d of February, 1819. Buta 
copy of them had been received by each member of 
the senate, through the medium of the house of re- 
presentatives, to whom they were first sent, on the 
27th or 28th of January, and, on the day they were 
received, the committee were calledtogether. At 
this meeting all the members being present, Mr. 
King made a motion that the committee should ask 
the senate to discharge them from the further con- 
sideration of the subject. The question onthe mo- 
tion was put, and, four members voting in the nega. 
tive, it was, of course, lost. 

And, at this time, the committee ordered, under 
the authority of the resolutions of the senate, that 
the aids of gen. Jackson, and such other persons as 
the chairman might think necessary, should be sum- 
moned before the committee for examination, 

This order was complied with, witnesses were 
summoned, and the examination proceeded, from 
day to day, as the witnesses appeared, subject only 
to the delay and interruption that arose from the 
indispensable necessity the members of the commit- 
tee were under, of attending to their other official 
duties. 


Thus the enquiry was proseciited, until the com- 
mittee were told by the chairman, that he knew of 
no other evidence that it was in his power to obtain. 
And atthis time, as on former occasions, particular 
enquiry was made of the members of the committee 
generally; and of Mr: Eaton particularly, whether it 
was known that further testimony could be obtained, 
or whether they wished that other witnesses should 
Ke summoned, and the answers to these enquiries 
were in the negative. 

The testimony being thus considered as closed, 
the nature of the report to be made to the senate was 
thien discussed, and all the points involved by the 
conduct of general Jackson, on which there could 
be any doubt, were distinctly stated in writing, and 
separate questions taken on each of them. On the 
first point, of raising’and organizing the volunteers, 
the unanimous voice of the commniitee was, that it 

ras illegal. The second point, the mght to pursue 
the enemy into Florida, was decided unanimous'y 
in the affirmative. Andon several other points, the 
committee were divided, thr: e lisa»proving the co: « 
duct of the commanding general, and two justifying 
or excusing it. 
The decision of the committee being thus had, 
the chairman was ordered to prepate a report, in 
conformity to the principles established by the com- 
mittee. About thistime, however, another circum. 
stance took place, which necessarily occasioned 
some delay in obtaining further evidence. 
Mr. Eaton informed the chairman of the commit. 





tee that he had heard general Jackson say, at his 
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lodgings, that, after he had left the Floridas, he had 
issued an order to general Gaines, to take possession 
of St. Augustine, and that his order had been coun- 
termanded by the department of war. 

The chairm:n having ascertained this to be the 
fact, by a letter, dated February 8, called on the 
department for this correspondence, which was fur- 
nished on the evening of the 12tn of the same 
month. 

These documents never before having been éal- 
led for, were not previously transmitted; nor was 
this design of tuking St. Augustine, (after the close 
of the war,) known to the commictee until this dis- 
closure; and it was thought necessary that the docu- 
ments should accompany, and be taken notice of in 
the report. Iffurther evidence be necessary to con- 
vince the most incredulous “that no improper 
or unnecessary delay was observed in making the 
report,” it will be furnished by the following facts: 
‘The senate of the U. States is connected, by the 


constitution, with the executive, in the exercise of 


the treaty-making power. 

On the 9th or 10th of Feb. the chairman of the 
committee was confidentially informed that the trea- 
ty with Spain would probably be brought to a favor- 
able result, in a short time; and a suggestion was 
made, thata report on the subject of the occupation 
of Florida might, by possibility, affect the negocia- 
tion, if made previous to the signing of the treaty. 

These facts and suggestions were immediately 
communicated to a majority of the members of the 
committee, and more especially to Mr. King, whose 
experience in diplomatic concerns gave him a full 
opportunity of forming a correct judgment on the 
subject. 

This gentleman, with two other members of the 
~ committee, besides the chairman, agreed that the 
report should be kept back a few days, until the trea- 
ty wasreceived. On Monday the 22d of February, 
this treaty was sent to the senate; on the 24th it was 
ratified and on the same day the report was made. 
And this accounts for the only delay that was not oc- 
easioned by the difficulty of obtaining the evidence 
proper to an understanding of the case, and which 
it was impossible for the committee sooner to ob- 
tuin. 

‘Thus it appears that the charge, in the strictures, 
that the report was kept back to injure gen. Jack- 
son, is totally without foundation. And itis equally 
untrue that “his friends”* on the committee had no 
opportunity of making a defence. The same time 
was afforded them to make a defence, that was given 
to the chairman toe write the report. They were 
present when the decision of the committee was 
made, and the chaiftman received Ins instructions. 
A counter stateinent might have been prepared and 
offered, inthe manner pursued by col. Johnson, in 
the house of representatives; or, if this course should 
have been thought ineligible or irregular, when the 
report was made to the senate, it might have been 
called up at any time, and a resolution offered, ap- 
probating or excusing the conduct of general Jack- 
son, and this resolution might have been prefaced 
by reasons at large, in opposition to the reasons 
offered by the committee, and thus the minority on 


the committee would have hada full Opportunity of 


lay ng before the public the result oftheir deliberate 
opinions onthe subject. Neither is it true «that the 
chairman declined annexing the customary resolu- 





*The word, “friends,” is used as a quotation from 

the strictures. 

: . Th 

hud not an enemy on the committee, although his 
condact wes disapproved. 


It is certain that gencra! Jackson | 





> 
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tions tothe report.” But, on the contrary, the fact 
is known to every member of the committee, that, 
when the chairman presented the report, the ques- 
tion was put by him, whether resolutions should be 
annexed, and the committee decided unanimously in 
the negative. Butit appears by the strictures, that 
the chairman of the committee has been almost the 
sole actor on this occasion, and has had the entire 
control of the committee and of the senate. 

The author of the strictures, in thus giving impor- 
tance to the individual concerned, has unintentional- 
ly done him too much honor, the acceptance of which, 
ut the expense of the senate, he begs leave to de- 
cline, desirous, as it relates to himself, of being only 
considered what the senate had constituted him— 
the chairman of the select committee. As their or- 
gan, he was subject to their control, and acted in 
conformity to their instructions; as, in like manner, 
the committee was controled by the senate, and 
bound to observe the instructions received from that 
body. 

And it was a source of no small gratification to 
the committee to find that their conduct in the in- 
vestigation was approved by the senate; and that 
it was so approved is manifest from the following 
facts: 

On the 17th February, 1819, Mr. Forsyth, a mem- 
ber of the select committee, resigned his seat in the 
senate, and, of course, was no longer a member of 
the committee; and, on the same day, a resolution 
was offered in the senate proposing that another 
member should be added to the committee in the 
place of Mr. Forsyth. On this question a discussion 
took place; and it was expressly and repeatedly stat- 
ed, that the remaining’ members of the committee 
were equally divided; that, unless the vacancy was 
filled, no report could be made to the senate. The 
nature of the report to be made, and the additional 
evidence procured, was also fully disclosed. 

The members of the committee opposed to the 
report, particularly Mr. King, stated to the senate 
that his object was that the committee should be 
discharged; and, that the senate’s refusing to add 
another member to the committee wouid be equiva- 
lent to discharging the committee; and, with this 
understanding, to try the principle, and take the 
sense of the senate in discharg ng the committee,Mr. 
Eaton moved the postponement of the resolution 
before the senate to a day beyond the session, and 
on this question the yeas and navs were called; 16 
members voting in favor of the pestponement, and 
21 against it.* 

Thus it appears that the select committee of the 
senate was appointed by the unanimous voice of that 
body; that they were with the same unanimity vest- 
ed with powers to send for persons and papers, and 
specially instructed to make the investigation; and 
that, after the investigation had been made, the 
facts disclosed, and the substance of the report, then 
prepared, were mae known to the senate. 

‘That body, bya strong majority, refused to release 
them, and held them to a discharge of their duty; so 
that it is not the committee alone, but the senate of 
the United States, that should be cons‘dered, as they 
really are, responsible for this transaction, not, for- 
tunately, to a military chieftain, ar subalterns in the 
army, but to the American people. 

itis not the fact, as stated by the author of the 
strictures, that general fackson was charred in the 
report, with acting from mercenary motives and 
views of speculations in Florida lands.) Neo sch 


—) 











*See the annexed extract from the journals of the 
senate, 








NILES’ REGISTER ~APRIL 3, 1819—-MR. LACOCK’S REPLY. 


‘101 





we 


i 











charge was made; neither can such a charge be 
fairly inferred from any partofthereport. 

The words selected by the writer, and which are 
tortured into such a charge, are these:—*The ten- 
« dencv of these measures of the commanding gene- 
‘ral seems to have been to involve the nation in a 
«6 war without her consent, and for reasons of his own 
sunconnected with his military functions.” 

In these observations there is no charge of the 
nature complained of, either expressed or implied, 
nor was any such designed; and it must have been 
extreme sensibilit y on this subject that could have in- 
duced the author to have drawn such an inferrence. 
The plain and obvious meaning of these words are, 
that general Jackson, as a military officer, had no 
right to judge of what was cause of war with a neu- 
tral, and his attempting to reason and act on this 
subject was an usurpation of the civil powers of the 
government, and, of course, unconnected with his 
military functions, 

But, since so much anziety hasbeen discovered on 
this branch of the subject, and so much pains taken 
to refute a charge never made on general Jackson, 
but by the author of the strictures, it may not be 
amiss to state, that, had the committee been dispos- 
ed to receive and give credit to such hearsay evi- 
dence as that on which Arbuthnot was hung, there 
might have been more necessity for the elaborate 
defence set up on this point. 

And thus it must be seen, notwithstanding what 
is said in the strictures, that the committee were 
disposed to deal, not only with fairness, but with 
tenderness, towards general Jackson. He was heard 
by his staff; his bosom friends, and the members of 

his own family, were selected as the witnesses; and, 
when a call was made in writing on the secretary of 
war, for information, it was sent to general Jackson, 
and the enquiries made by the committee were an- 
swered by him; and he goes at large into the rea- 
sons that induced him to occupy Pensacola. This 
letter of general Jackson’s was received and consi- 
dered by the committee, and will be found among 
the documents accompanying their report. ‘I hus, 
it must appear, to every unprejudiced mind, that 
general Jackson had not only an opportunity of be- 
ing heard before the committee, and of furnishing 
all the documents in his possession, but that the 
cemmittee were anxious, as well on his account as 
on account of the character of the nation, to obtain 
evidence in justification of his conduct. | 

It now becomes necessary to take some notice of 
the deposition ef col. Butler, annexed to the stric- 
tures. This gentleman was examined before the 
committee, and his testimony was taken down by 
Mr. Burrill, a member, and afterwards read to him, 
and he assented toit aswritten. After which, ona 
subsequent day, when some other witnesses were 
examined, it appeared there was a material vari- 
ance, on a particular fact, between their evidence 
and that of col. Butler; and it was mentioned to Mr. 

Eaton, by the chairman, that the probability was, 
that the colonel had been mistaken as to that fact, 
and advised him to mention the circumstance to 
him, that if, on reflection, he should think he had 
fallen into an error, he might be able to correct it. 
This information was given to colonel Butler, as Mr. 


‘ 
; 


i 


= atti 


examined, that he would write out his deposition in 
a fairer hand, and that he would be called upon to 
sign it. But it is a fact equally true, and which 
should have been stated in colonel Butler’s last de- 
position, that those officers left the city before time 
was given for the depositions to be made out, and 
remained absent until near the close of the session, 
and after the report and documents were printed. It 
was not to have been expected that, after the fair- 
ness, as well as the kindness, of the committee to4 
wards col. Butler, as it regarded his testimony, that 
he would, on his oath, afterwards have indulged him- 
self in any reflections on that committee; more es- 
pecially when it is considered (if the strictures be 
true, and it is believed they were written under his 
eye) that he was mistaken in another fact that was 
stated by him—that of the governor of Teniessee 
being in Nashville when gen. Jackson called out.and 
organized the volunteers. There is no disposition 
felt to injure the feelings of colonel Butler, but he 
should not have invited discussion on a subject of 
such delicacy to himself. 
But, to siience forever all clamor on the subject 
of the depositions, and to remove every doubt from 
the minds of the most suspicious, they are referred to 
the original depositions themselves, on'file in the 
office of the secretary of the senate, and in the very 
words used by them, and written by Mr. Burrill, 
and examined and approved by the witnesses them- 
selves. And, if the trouble be taken to compare 
the original depositions with the printed copies, it 
will be found that not a single alteration was made 
but those of a verbal nature, except inthe deposition 
of gen. Gibson, in two paragraphs, which were made 
by himself, and at his own request, and with his own 
hand, in the presence of Mr. Burrill and the chair- 
man, and after his deposition was in the hands of the 
printer. 

Having already observed that gen. Gibson had 
made some alteration in his first deposition, it is 
necessary, for a correct knowledge and explanation 
of this subject, to refer to his second deposition, as 
it appeared in the Intelligencer of the 10th March. 
In this it is stated, that Mr. Burrill and the chair- 
man had refused to let him add to his statement two 
letters thathe considered necessary to illustrate 
tle subject. Itis true that gen. Gibson was told, 
that he might strike out what he thought proper 
fromthe deposition, but he could not add any new 
facts; for that could only be done by a majority of a 
committee when authorised to call for and examine 
witnesses; thatthe committee on the subject of the 
Seminole war, having made their report, was out of 
existence, and no power remained with those mem- 
bers who had composed that committee more than 
any others of the senate. Gen, Gibson then stated, 
that “he had given the letters in question to Sir. Ea- 
ton, of the committee, some considerable time before, 
and requested him to lay them before the commit- 
tee and have them attached to the deposition. Gen. 
Gibson was then informed that “no such letters had 
| been put in possession of the committee by Mr. Ea- 
ton.” This conversation toak place in the secreta- 
ry’s office, while the senate was in session. On my 
return to the senate chamber, Mr. Eaton was asked 
by me, privately, whether or not such letters had 





Faton afterwards stated, and the colonel sent word, 
by Mr. Eaton, that he had, on reflection, discovered 


his mistake, and desired the committee to alter his| 


deposition; but Mr. Eaton was requested to inform 
the colonel that he must attend to it himself; that it 
could not be done in his absence, and on the sugges- 
tion of another person. 

Jt is true that Mr. Burrill did state to the officer 





been received hy him from general Gibson; he said, 
| “they had, and he had not thought proper to lay 
them before the committee.” And all those facts 
relative to the letters were afterwards stated by me, 
in my place, wen the senate was in session; and 
Mr. Eaton was called upon to state whether he had 
not received such letters and withheld them from 
the committec; andhe stated to the senate that he 
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had, and that he never had submitted them to the 
committee. Thus it will appear, that, so far from 
refusing to admit the introduction of those papers 
into the statement of gen. Gibson, the committee 
never knew oftheir existence until after the report 
wasmade. It is but fairto observe, that gen, Gib- 
son has been long Known to me, and no one is more 
willing to subscribe to his correctness as an officer, 
and private worth as a man; and itis confidently be- 
lieved, that, when convinced of the fact, that he has 
charged the committee with an impropriety of con- 
duct, that, if improper, can but attach to a single 
member, he will rejoice at having an opportunity of 
correcting the error. 

In a postscript to the strictures, it is stated that ge- 
neral Jackson told a member of the committee that 
he was willing to go before them and disclose all 
the documents in his possession, 

If general Jackson did say this to a member, it 
must have been designed as an insult to the com- 
mittee and to the senate; he must have considered 
that body in the light of subalterns in the army, and 
he therefore condescends to tell them that Ac is willing 
to appear before their committee. 

That committee was vested by the senate with 
full power to callevery officer in the government 
before them, and it was not necessary for the gene- 
ral to have giventhis evidence of his great conde- 
scension, to have put themin mind ofthe extent of 
thei* powers, or their obligations of duty to the se- 
nate, 

The reasons for not calling gen. Jackson before 
the committee, were of a different character, aris- 
ing from the peculiar situationin which he officially 

tood, and his connection with the subject of enqui- 
ry. But, if the general was willing to disclose other 
documents to the committee, why were not those 
documents transinitted to the executive department 
of the government and filed in the war oilice, from 
which they might have been obtained; or, are we 
left to presume that general Jackson is in po-ses- 
sion of facts of an official nature, that he will not 
condescend to lay before the president of the United 
States,to whomhe should fell himself reSponsible 
for his cond::ct? 

There is one charge in the strictures that applies 
exclusively to the chairman of the committee—that 
of being a partner with the contractor; the fallacy of 
this charge, as wellas its deliberate design to inflict a 
private injury on a man, whose only offence was an 
independent discharge of official duties, is fully pro- 
ven by the annexed deposition of the contractor 
himself, col. Senjamin G. Orr, who is now the mayor 
of the City of Washington. 

I shall now close these observations, which have 
been extorted from me by the peculiar and virulent 
character of the strictures in question, and the source 
from whence they emanated. It is hoped, for the ho- 
nor of the nation, as it is the first, that it may be the 
last occasion that may occur, to impose a similar duty 
ona member of the national legislature: that in future 
no military officer of government, either humble or 
exalted, will so far lose sight of the duty and respect 
due to the civil authorities of the nation, as to fall 
into similar errors; and, ifreason were for a moment 
allowed to assume its empire in the minds of the 
most violent among them, it would be discovered, 
that inevitable disgrace to the individual concerned 
would be the consequence of sueh measures, per- 
haps the prostration of the army, whose very ex- 
istence does and ought to depend on a conviction 
in the public mind, that the military department of 
the government is subject to and subordinate to the 


civil powers, 


een 
se * 








While this principle is practically observed by. 
the officers of the army, that establishment will be 
found useful, but, once abandoned, the army be- 
comes dangerous to public liberty, and cught and 
should be reduced. | 

These observations arise not, as is alleged, from 
“splenetic hostility to the army,” but with a sincere 
desire to preserve and make it useful; and time will 
discover, unless a change of conduct is observed, 
that from the deadliest enemies of the army are to 
be found some of the officers who command it. And 
under these impressions, and in the spirit of sincere 
friendship to those officers, the writer ventures to 
tenderto them this honest advice: That they chas- 
ten and moderate their tempers, and restrain the 
violence of their rage against the civil officers of go- 
vernment, and instead of cutting off the ears of 
members of congress, sharpen their swerds to meet 
their country’s enemies in the field, when they shall 
be so directed by the civil powers. Let them “cease 
to do evil, and learn to do well;” never forgetting 
that they too are subject to legal control, and but at 
best “subordinate?” servants in the great political 
household. 

If this advice be taken, their former transgressions 
may be forgiven and forgotten by a magnanimous 
people, who still remember, with gratitude and 
pride, their former services. But if this wholesome 
and friendly advice be disregarded; and if, in despite 
of the dictates of prudence and reason, they will per- 
severe in this career of madness and folly, they must 
perish in their military sins, and will perhaps,when it 
is too late, be fully convinced that it would have 
contributed to their true interest and honor, to have 
listened to and followed the frank and candid admo- 
nitions of their friend, &e. A. LACOCK. 





Extract from the Journal of the senate. 

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 1819—Mr. Lacock submitted 
the following motion: 

Resolved, That a member be added to the commit- 
tee already appointed on the subject of the Seminole 
war, in the place of Mr. Forsyth, who has recently 
been appointed to a foreign mission, 

On motion of Mr. Eaton, 

That the further consideration thereof be post- 
poi:ed until the 5th day of March next—it was de 
termined inthe negative. Yeas, 16—Nays, 21. 

On motion of Mr. Lacock, 

The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of 
the members present, those who voted inthe af- 
firmative, are— 

Messrs, Crittender, Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, 
Fromentin, Johnson, King, Leake, Morrow, Otis, 
Ruggles, Sanford, Stokes, Storer, Williams, of Miss, 
Wilson, 

Those who voted in the negative, are— 

Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, Dagget, Eppes,Gaillard, 
Goldsborough, Horsey, Hunter, Lacock, Macon, Mel- 
len, Noble, Palmer, Roberts, Tait, Talbot, Taylor, 
Thomas, Tichenor, Van Dyke, Williams, of Tenn. 

The motion having been agreed to-~Ordered, 
That Mr. Eppes be the member. 





Washington county, District of Columbia, to wit: 
Personally appeared before the subscriber, a jus- 
tice of the peace for the county aforesaid, Benjamin 
G. Orr, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God,that Abner Lacock, esq. late a senator 
from the state of Pennsylvania, was not directly nor 
indirectly concerned with him in any contract which 
he has had with the war department, at any time, 
and particularly with that for the state of Georgia, 
which the author of the strictures on the report of 
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the select committee, says “it has been intimated 
that” he “was interested” :n; neither was his son at 
all concerned further than as an agent, at a stated 
salary per annum. , 

The deponent further says, that, a few days prior : 
to the appearance ofthe “strictures,” in conversa- 
tion with general Jackson, on the subject of the re- 
port of the committee of the senate, he was asked by 
the general, if Mr. Lacock, who had been his agent 
at Fort Scott, was the son ofthe senator of that name, 
andon being answered in the affirmative, he further 
asked, if he might so state it; the deponent replied, 
that asa fact, he might dispose ef it as he pleased; 
but that he could not perceive any connettion be- 
tween it and the subject of the report of the com- 
mittee; and having been told that morning that a 
suspicion was entertained that gen. Lacock had been 
a partner in his Georgia contract, the deponent took 
that opportunity of assuring gen. Jackson that it was 
wholly without foundation, which the general adinit- 
ted he had been apprised of. And further this de- 
ponent saith not. 

Sworn before me, this 17th day of March, 1819. 

JOSEPH FORREST. 





{ocpThe editors of the National Intelligencer have 
a note of considerable length, in whieh they vindi- 
cate themselves from the charges of Mr. Lacock, 
against their editorial course in respect to insert- 
ing the “strictures’—but, as we presume that no 
one will seriously find fault with them for their im- 
partiality in this respect, it does not seem needful 
forus toinsertit.} ED. REG. 








Sovereignty of the States—No 2. 

It is with unfeigned diffidence that we now pro- 
ceed to examine some ofthe points of constitutional 
law, as settled by the late decision of the supreme 
court, respecting the bank of the United States. 
We know there are some that will affect astonish- 
ment at owr impudence for daring ever to think dif- 
ferently from a tribunal so lofty, as seemingly to 
command a belief in its infallibility; and ethers may 
regard our conduct imprudent, as being unable to 
maintain our ground against the weight of the ta- 
lents and character of that court yet we hope, 
many will avrree with us, that the rights and liberties 
of the people of the United States, with the integri- 
ty of their constitution, ought not te depend upon 
the orinton of any man, or set of men, whatsoever: 
and that, if we err, we shall erron thesafe side. 

We recollect a very pleasant anecdote of an ho- 
nest old quaker, who took an upper seat, (in the gal- 
lery), of his meeting house, from whence he often 
exhorted his brethren to “place.their affections on 
things above.” Ithappened that the good man had 
a beautiful horse, which he was so fond of as to have 
several times refused exceedingly high prices of- 
fered for him. He suddenly sold this horse for a 
very moderate sum; and being asked the reason for 
it, said—*‘because the abominable thing would get up 
ento the gallery with me.”” That is, his passion for the 
horse diverted his mind from the duties which he 
owed to his Gon. 





indeed, who can, in every instance, strictly adhere, 
totheir own deliberate opinion—though desirous 
of acting honestly. | Fees 
History will bear us out in the general assertion, 
that there is a constant disposition in rulers to ins 
crease their power and extend their jurisdiction; 
and that, ifthe people do not watch carefully, and 
sometimes compel a recurrence of the frst princi- 
ples of governmeni, by a change of rulers, their liber- 
ties will naturally expire. . An act of violence may 
overturn the freedom of a state; and then, the peo- 
ple may properly resort to violence to rescue or re- 
store it: but against the gradual encroachments of 
men in power on the liberties of people, there is 
no safety but in a vigilance to check the least abber- 
ation from the plain sense and meaning of the writT- 
TENLAW. John Dickinson elegantly said, “it was 
Jwitis Cesar who forged the chains of the Roman 
people—but Augustus that rivetted them.” Tlie 
former was a bold and fierce villain, who justly pe- 
rished by the dagger, if ever a dagger was justly 
used;—but the o:her was a cold calculating hypo- 
crite, who under an apparent respect for the public 
good, rooted out every seniblance of liberty, was ex- 
tolled to the skies by hireling poets and pensioned 
historians, and quietly died in his bed. 

Without meaning to impeach the integrity ofthe 
judges of the supreme court, we think that the rec- 
titude of their orrntons may be questioned—and 
esteem it right for us to express our apprehension, 
that the principles established by tat which is now 
before us, is far inore dangerous to the union and 
happiness of the peopie of the United States, than 
any thing that we ever had to far from foreign inva- 
sion. We laughed atthe threat of Great Britain as 
to«deposing” Mr. Madison—-bu* are truly alarme.at 
a judicial decision which threatens to annihilate the 
sovereignties of the states; which will sanction any 
species of monopoly, and make the productive many 
subservient to the unproductive few. ) 

The 10th article of the amendments to the consti- 
tution (having the same force as the original instru- 
ment) says— 

“The powers not delerated to the United States du 
the constitution, NOR PROHIBITED BYIT TO THE STATES, 
are reserved to the stutes respectively, or the people.” 

We do not know how any words could be put to- 
gether in a better form to shew the nature and spirit 
jofthe general government. <A plain man would 
think that there was “not a loop to hang a doubt 
upon” as to the meaning of this article. He must 
believe that the general government, so far as its 
powers are delegated, is sovereign; but that the 
states or the people are sovereign m_ all things not 
delegated by nor prohibited to them, by the constitu- 
tion. The article, in its two points,was designed to pre- 
vent the possibility of a misconstruction as to the 
powers delegated and those retained, by inserting 
the words “nor prohibited byitte the states.” Ifthen,by 
construction, it can be made to appear, that congress 
has the right to grant Monororizs, and investceriain 
imen with EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGES, it still follows, that 
such monopolies and monopolists rmay be taxed by the 
states, seeing thatit is not “prohibited” to them. If 
congress is really sovereign in all that regards the 





_ The application of this true story to the case be- 
fore us, is easily made—if the idea of a horse divert- 
ed the attention of an honest man from his spiritual 
obligations, how readily may we believe that impro- 
per feelings may influence the decisions of our 
judges—and especially, in cases connected with 
money transactions, or extensionsof power. They 
are so beset on every side by interest or interested 
individuals, that they must be uncommon meu 


laying and collecting of taxes, duties, imposts and ex- 
| cises, and may, for those purposes, use any means 
;which that body shall deem to be “necessary ancl 
| proper”’—if by the exertion of such means the pow- 
\erofthe states instantly ceases over the agent em- 
| ployed,—may not congress furm out, or sell, for a 
stipulated price, like the Yazoo Jands were disposed 
of, a thousand immunities to individuals which shall 
‘atonce release them from their obligations to the 
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states in which they reside, and create an aristocra- 
cy less tolerable than any with which the world is 
cursed? 

Let us take an example; 

ongress expressly have the right “to regulate 

commerce,” Certain nabobsin Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, will give a bonus, and 
bribes, to the amount of ten millions for an exclusive 
right to the China and India trade, for a certain pe- 
riod of years, To secure the passage of an act of 
incorporation, they fairly purchase the souls of some 
members of the national legislature with money, as 
happened in Georgia, or secure the votes of others 
by making them stockholders, as occurred in New 
York, and the act is passed. Now, it would seem 
that congress might lawfully pass such an act—say- 
ing that the duties would be better collected, or 
any thing else that they pleased, or without assign- 
ing any reason at all—because they may “regulate 
commerce.” But this isnot all—the property vest- 
edinsuch a corporation would be exempted from 
the usualtaxes levied on incomes, or personal as- 
setts, by the states, for the “operations” of the com- 
pany cannot be impeded; notwithstanding the states 
are not“proliibited”’ from taxing property of any sort, 
within there own territory, at discretion, Though 
the power to exempt is not delegated, nor the 
power to tax prohibited, and what is not delegated 
nor prohibited is retained, still the unaccountable /e 
gal fact exists that there issuch exemption, orsuch 
prohibition, and that nothing is retained!* 

We entreat every man to reflect upon this. Itis 
not one of those extreme cases which are used so 
liberally by the supreme caurt to bolster its opinion. 


.. {tis true, that in respect to the bank of the U. States, 


it has been generously decided that the state of Ma- 
ryland may impose a tax upon the interest of tts ciii- 
zens in the institution, BUT NOT ON THE PROPERTY 
LOCATED iN THE sTaTE! This is singular logic, in- } 
deed! The bank is at Philadelphia, and Maryland 
might as well affect a right to tax property in Eu- 
rope as in Pennsylvania; and it seems to us little 
else than a mockery to say that the right, in this 


' case, exists, Nor is eyen Pennsylvania in a prefer- 


able situation. She cannot geé at the hank; it acknow- 
ledges none of her mandates—it holds its charter 
and transacts its business in open violation of her 
laws, or at least may do so; it will refuse a list of 
its Pennsylvania stockholders, &c. What is then to 
be done to collect the contemplated tax?—the pub- 
licly declared dividends cannot be touched; that 
would be to interfere with the “operations of the 
bank!” There is no remedy but a wholesale swear- 
ing of the people, from the sborcs of the Delaware 
to those of the Ohio, as to the amount of their par- 
ticular interest in the institution! Then they may be 





*The idea of incorporating an East India compa- 
ny may be ably supported by precedent! A certain 
set of persons are now very zealously employed to 
shew, that because England legislates rags into 
money, we should do the same, and be blessed with 
palaces and poor houses, as she is; and there are 
many who are quite willing to ape every thing that 
Enzland does, except to follow herin her measures to 
protect herown manufactures and commerce, down 
to a “mite society’’ for propagating the gospel in 
the East Indies, though there isan ample field for the 
same workat home. The Dutch too, have their 
Fast India company; and the notion ef incorporating 
a company for the monopoly of a trade, is “ancient 
and venerable,” like the legitimacy of kings. Indeed 
—they are things of the same breed—whelps of the 
same lifter. | 





taxed; but the property of foreigners, vested in the 
same establishment, and for a common purpose, must 
be exempted! If any man will willingly consent to 
this—it is high time that he had taken up his resi- 
dence in the country of “Alexander the deliverer,” 
where the body of the people are as that bane of 
this republic, our negro slaves. 

The natural extent ef this doctrine is truly alarm- 
ing. Congress, for the “common defence,” may 
INCORPORATE the British North-West company, or any 
other body of foreigners, and authorize them to 
introduce property to any amount into the states 
of Ohio, Indiana, and all the rest wherein a possibi- 
Lty exists that the “public tranquility” may be dis- 
turbed by Indian aggressions, The pretext is sim- 
ple—the incorporation shall be to protect the fron- 
tiers; (that of the bank was to equalize the curren- 
cy, though such words are not mentioned in the cen- 
stitution); and the result would be, that the citi- 
zens of those states might be compelled to pay taxes 
on the very same species of property which would 
beexceptedtrom it,if possessed by the corporation; 
and /ands and houses must be construed as “necessary 
and proper’ to its “operations.” 

It is not worth while to argue this point any fur- 
ther, The idea that congress may introduce the pro- 
perty of foreigners into the United States, (as 18 PRE- 
CISELY THE CASE IN RESPECT TO THE BANK,) and lo- 
cate it where they please, exempting it from the com- 
mon usage of the states in regard to such property, is 
too preposterous to be induiged for a moment, It is im- 
possibile that a citizen of Maryland can he taxed for 
his interest in the capital of a local bank, while the 
capital of a foreigner, vested in a similar institution, 
in the same house,* is not liable to it. It seems 
to us as absurd as was the prayer of certain very 
modest Englishmen, who petitioned parliament to 
prevent the people of Ireland from catching her- 
rings in their own bay of Wexford ! Jt strikes at the 
reat of the souereig¢nty of the states, and creates a most 
disgusting menopeoly. 

The thought of a consolidation of the states never 
crosses the mind of a patriot, without a sensation 
of horror, The court appear to have partaken of 
this feeling, for they say “no political dreamer was 
ever wild enough to think of breaking down the 
lines which separate the states, and of compounding 
the American people into one common mass.” This 
is a matter of fact, not of daw, and we fearlessly pro- 
nounce the court to have been grossly mistaken 
there have been, and there are, many such “dream- 
ers;”—it was a fashionable subject of conversation 
about twenty years ago in certain circles; and we 
are of those who always thought there was then 
much to be apprehended as to its accomplishment; 
and we believe, that it would have been accomplish- 
ed but for the interference of the people, who, seri- 
ously alarmed at the “signs of the times,” checked 
the growing lust for domination, and caused the 
name of a republicant to be respected. The people 
must act the same part overagain, forthere are many 
and very powerful individuals, who, though they 
have not honesty enough to advocate consolidation 
legt it should alarm the people, and, like Julius 

Sesar, cause an end of their influence, are ready to 
lead us, like Augustus, into the chains, and then 
rivet them on us. 

A great deal of Jogic is used to shew, that a right 








*The Union Bank of Maryland and the office of 


the Bank of the U. States, in Baltimore, are in the 
same house. 

{We do not use this word as a party phrase-—~ 
every party now calls itself so. 
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¢o tax includes aright to destroy. «It is a bad rule 
that will not work both ways”—it is admitted, be- 
cause it has been done without opposition, that con- 
gress has a right to destroy the state banks by tax- 
ing them at discretion! We should be heartily 

leased if the greater part of them were destroyed, 
but will not grant tat the congress of the United 
States shall do it. On the same principle also, con- 
gress may tax our lands so-high, that the taxes to the 
states cannot be paid—nay, that the people will be 
compelled to abandon them;and become beggars and 
dependents on those who eat up the revenue. This 
is equally as “obvious” as the conclusion of the judg- 
es. It may be, that the states ought to be restrained 
as to the amount of tax which should be levied upon 
the bank ——if the bank is constitutionally establish- 
ed, it might be said that they should not tax it, or 
its branches, at a higher rate than they taxed such 
property vested injtheir own institutions; but, 
to declare that they h.ve not a right tu tax property 
incorporated by the United States at all, is wondertul 
to think of, notwithstanding congress may tax the 
local institutions ad infinitum! Who can believe 
that such a result was ever antic'pated by the fram- 
ers of the constitution’ But this and several other 
subjects, we reserve for future remarks, if thought 
“necessary and proper.” 





The reasoning of the opinion exhibits a catching 
at words and an establishment of fact® by implica- 
tion, with a Sibylline mystery threwn over things 
hitherto supposcd to be very comprehensible, embel- 
lished too, with a lawyer-like pleading, that we 
wish had been dispensed with. We expected to 
have found a plain tale—we asked for bread and have 
received astone. Take the following as one among 
many examples that might be cited: In reference 
to the 10th article of the amendments to the consti- 
tution (quoted above),the court intimates, that if the 
word expressly had been used (so as to make it read 
“the powers not expressly delegated”’),their opinion 
might have been different. If we recollect rightly, 
this amendment was proposed by Virginia, and for 
the rxpress purpose or defining what | ere the pow- 
ers of the general government, and to prevent it 
from interfering with the rights of the states. But 
we cannot see how it is that the insertion of that 
word wouldstrengthen the article—it already seems 
as plain as A. B. C. and conveys the same broad idea 
no less than three times in as many short sections of a 
brief sentence, as to that of the U. States being a 
government of strictly limited powers. 


We shall here conclude our present number, with 
a hope that nothing we have said can be construed 
into a “contempt of the court,” about which the 
doctrine is so comprehensive that nobody knows what 
it is, except our judges—in their own cause. But 
we shall go on and endeavor to stand guiltless before 
Gop and our country on this great occasion—this 
lirst grand step towards a consolidation of the state, 
or a separation of them. We so much dislike those 
words as never to use them except on some very 
imposing necessity, and never will introduce them 
into common remark. Now, however, we feel it 
needful that there should be a “moving of the wa- 
ters,” that the sickliness of our constitution may be 
healed, and we call upon the people, the honest 
people, who hate monopolies and privileged orders, to 
arise in their strength and purge our political tem- 


<—~ 


National Feelings and Prejudices. 
On the 17th ult. certain persons in Baltimore sus- 
pended a stuffed paddy from the mast-head of a 
schooner, lying at one of our wharves—a number 
of the natives of Ireland collected, and cut down the 
mast, and otherwise injured the vessel: the civil au- 
thority promptly interfered, and the chiefs of the 
party were secured, and held to answer for the of- 
fence at the next sitting of the city court. 

Reflecting on this occurence, we were led to en- 
quire from whence this foolish and mischievous 
custom was derived? We believe it to have been of 
purely English origin; and so much are some of us 
wedded to English customs, that we follow them 
without a moment’s examination as to the right or 
reason of them. 

Who thinks of hanging up St. George, as he is 
called—St. George of Cappadocia?-—a saint, describ- 
ed in history as a consummate villain, robber, &c. 
The reason is easily assigned—he is regarded as the 
patron saint of England; and whatever is respected. 
in England must be respected in the United States! 
But of St. Patrick, all accounts concur in stating 
that he was a benefactor to mankind, teaching them 
to love one another, and instructing them in the arts 
of civilized life 

From the time when England subjugated Ireland, 
and fixed her yoke upon the necks of those whom 
her sword had spared, until the present day, the 
latter has been really treated as a conquered country . 
Grave statesmen in the cabinet, and an unthinkin 
rabble in the street, have equally used their efforts, 
by solemn decisions or broad ridicule,to keep under 
the national feeling of the people subdued, to mor. 
tify their pride and break down their spirit. From 
the day of Nimrod, the maxim of tyrants has been 
to divide and destroy; and every effort of ingenuity, 
unrestrained by humanity, reason or law, has been 
exercised by the English rulers of Jreland to sepa- 
rate one part of the people of that island from the 
other, and array them in deadly hostilities, through 
any medium that presented itself. Perhaps even 
now, the British government would consider it as a 
most unfortunate event. if the inhabitants of freland, 
casting away their prejudices, could be brought to 
regard one another as brethren of the same family, 
having a community of interests. Hence it is, that 
though both countries are seemingly blended under 
one government, and though the rea/ head of that go- 
vernment is himself an Irishman, the fact is well 
known that a majority, a large majority, of the 
people of Ireland, are divested of many of the pri- 
vileges of other British subjects, and still held as in 
chains. 

But what have we, in the United States, to de 
with English policy? Are we forever to follow Bri- 
tish fashions—to call one set of people “patriots,” 
another “rebels,” and athird turbulent and «dis- 
affected,” at British bidding? Are we unable to 
judge for ourselves—have we not yet arrived at suf- 
ficient maturity todiscern between right and wrong, 
still wanting a master? We have thrown open our 
country as an asylum for the oppressed ofall nations 
—we only ask of any that they shall yield obedience 
toour laws. Is it not then base and barbarous te 
outrage the best feelings and dearest prejudices of 
such, by acts against law? «National reflections” are 
very seldom either just or generous,—the body of 
the people ofevery country are well disposed; ge- 





ple of the money-changers and those who sell doves.— 
causing a reversion to the original purity of our 
system of government, that the faithful centinel may 
again say, “ALL’s WELL!” 


neral errors arise from a bad education or the 
necessity of their condition, and are gradually re- 
oon as light is received and necessity retires. 


We haveseen that the rudest men, even those whom 
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the English call the “wild Irish,”? become softened, 
and many of them as it were regenerated, by the 
mild influence of our constitution, which opens the 
way to comfort and respectability, wealth or honor, 
to all who properly seek them. 

Every warm hearted Irishman, protestant or ca- 
tholic, cherishes the memory of St. Patrick, as the 
author of numerous blessings and benefits to the 
land of his fathers. What sort of a being must he be, 
who feels no sort of attachment to the place of his 
birth and scenes of his childhood’ He is asa man 
without a soul—he may prefer another place or 
another country, without an interference with this 
natural or original feeling. Noris there any state of, 
society destitute of its peculiar endearments and 
pleasures. The Laplander, courted by all the deli- 
cacies of the most polished nations, sighs for the 
rocks and snows of his native home; and the Samo- 
ieds, a tribe of the Tartar race, resident onthe shores 
ofthe Arctic ocean—where, for the greater part of, 
the year they are compelled to live inholes dug in 
the earth, to breathe a foul air, and live upon such 
food as we would hardly consume to Keep us from 
starving—leave the gay court of St. Petersburg with 
joy, for the delights of their country andhome! A 
deputation from them once told an emperor of Rus- 
gia, that ifhe knew the pleusures they enjoyedin their 
long nights of winter, if he once saw their beautiful 
summer, he would abandon his throne, that he might 
live with them!—Thus it is with each people on the 
globe; almost every tribe has its singular attach- 
ments. Can we then expectit of the natives of Ire- 
jand, proverbial for following the impulse of feeling 
—call it prejudice or whateverelse you please, to 
shake off such sentiments at the moment in which 
they reach our country— acountry but as yesterday 
settled by foreigners? No--no, it cannot be—it ts 
not inthe nature of man that such things should 
happen; and indeed, who among us will not de- 
spise a person for speaking ill of the land of his 
birth? He may execrate the government, he may 
prefer another country so far as to lay down his life 
in defence of that country—but there is something 
inhuman nature that will not permit us to respect a 
being divested ef every spark of national feeling. It 
is the bond of social compact—the centre point of 
social virtue; the triumph of the heart in the 
day of prosperity, the stay of snifering virtue in the 
season of adversity. What American 1s there whose 
bosom would not swell at hearing the simpie strains 
of Yankee doodle in a strange land--on the top of the 
mountains ofthe Moon, or in the dark regions of the 
mines of Wieliska, his blood would rush more rapid- 
ly from his heart as the music of his native country 
wrected his ear; if it did not, we would say of him, 
fet no such man be irusted! 

Our character is not yet fully formed: it will take 
fifty years perhaps, or at least another generation, 
entirely to cause the American people to believe and 
act, ifthey belonged to and had a country for them- 
selves. Such isthe force of early impressions, in- 
sensibly communicated from father to son. Still, 
we are rapidly advancing, and many have nearly re - 
ceived a set of national opinions; among which is a 
respect for the memory of Wasuineron, tho’ he was 


recently with us, and is not yet venerated as he will! 


be in futureages. Ue was of that cast ef character 
which composed the demi gods of the heathen world, 
and were regarded as saintsafter ceath in the early 
ages of christianity. Butsuppose that at London, 
the people there, fresh in the recollection that 
Washington was the leader of the American “rebel- 
lion,” and excited by some untoward event such as 


ne 
ee 
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riere, or, hereafter, perhaps, by the anniversary ofthe 
destruction of one of their great fleets, the effigy of 
our revered hero, even under such circumstances, was 
suspended by the neck from the mast of aship ly. 
ing ina dockof that city—what would the Ameri- 
cans there think, what would not some of them try to do, 
onaccount of such an outrage? The half of such 


; there, to whom it should be known, would feel wil- 


ling to risk, and perhaps, would risk their lives to 
repel it! The anecdote of com. Rodgers, who was in 
a private ship (and unknown) at Liverpool, many 
years ago, when an insult was offered to our flag, is 
well known—he cast his life upun the hazard of a 
die, his person against a numerous mob, to throw 
back the scorn and contempt of misguided English- 
men. And who is there in the United States that 
will condemn him for it—if thereare any, let them 
stand forth, that we may see what manncr of men 
they are! 

Whenever we are ata loss to decidea case, let us 
carefully ascertain what we*would wish others to do 
unto usin the like circumstances, and we shall pretty 
nearly discover what we ourselves ought to do! If 
it would excite our wrath tosee WasaineTon hung 
up in effigy in England, how much more reason 
have the natives of freland to be incensed at such an 
indignity offered to their great patron, towhom they 
ascribe mightier things*—whose virtues are hight- 
ened by the glow of ages, and who to his civil quali- 
fications added all that could adorn the christian re- 
ligion, --in the estimation of his countrymen? 

The precepts of this apostle were, that. men 

should love God—his example, that they should do 
good to one another. 
_ The foolish practice spoken of is rapidly declin- 
ing— withinour memory,twenty stuffed paddys might 
be seen on an anniversary of St. Patrick—now a soli 
tary one hardly appears. This shews the progress 
of good principles and liberal dispositions, with a re- 
tirement from English notions; and we trust that ina 
few years we shall not hear any thing more of such 
exhibitions. 

We have taken up this subject seriously, because 
we have heard some very<respectable gentlemen, 
unthinkingly, lead their opinion to countenance the 
| procedure which we reprehend; in the hope that 
| they and all others, may reflect a little upon the mat- 
ter, and give us their aid to bring abouta “suRREN- 
DER OF PREJUDICES.” 

The editor of the Ree1sTer, as was stated on a 
former occasion, is, as he believes, descended whol- 
ly from English ancestors, who accompanied, or im- 
mediately followed, the fortunes of William Penn; 
and his religious opinions are decidedly opposed to 
those of any men who make saints of others, though 
in commen intercourse it is almost impossible to 
avoid giving the designation in every case: yet, he 
| hopes that he has seen and reflected enough to be- 
' lieve that there are good men in every nation and 

persuasion in the world;—and, grateful toa kind 
| Providence for the blessings of civil and religious li- 
'berty which he himself enjoys, he wishes that it 
; may be dispensed to every kindred, tongue and peo- 
ple on the earth—assured that the light of revela- 
sion, and force of Christian precept, will best make 
their way into the hearts of freemen—without an 10. 








*The following toast drank at Savannah, on the 
last anniversary of St. Patrick, may shew the estima- 
tion in which his memory is generally held by Irish- 
men— 

“The memory of St. Patrick; while the sons of Hi- 
berniaobey his precepts, and imitate his example, 





the battle of New Orleans, the capture of the Guer- 





he is the guardian venius of their country.” 
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uisition or a bench of bishops, on one hand, to tell 
a man what he ought to believe, or murder or perse- 
cute him for not believing—or ridicule onthe other. 
In the language of Jefferson, “error of opinion may 
safely be tolerated where reason is left free to com- 
bat it;” and, by far more imposing authority, we are 
told, “if these things be of men they will come to 
nought—but ifthey be of Gon, you cannot overthrow 
them”’—or wordsto this effect. We therefore say, 
let them alone; meddle with ngthing that does not dis- 
turb the public peace,nar jeopardize the public safe- 


ty. 











Pennsylvania. 

The people, as well as the legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania, have been much agitated for a considerable 
time past, respecting certain allegations made 
against the secretary of the commonwealth, Tho- 
mas Sergeant, esq. for asort of a bargain made by 
him, in behalf of one of les friends, as a condition on 
which acertain person should receive of the govern- 
or, the appointment of auctioneer in the city of 
Philadelphia. 

The report, documents and testimony relating to 
this subject, would do more then filla whole sheet 
of the RecisTer; butas it is acurious affair, and well 
deserves a record, we shall endeavorto make out 
an abstract of the facts before us. 

1. Thomas Sergeantis charged by John Wurtz, 
with having “corruptly interfered to prevent the 
pure, regular and efficient administration of public 
affairs’—in having, through an agent in the city of 
Philadelphia, proffered the commission of auc- 
tioneer to several applicants, who would obligate 
themselves to pay, annually, $2000 to one of his re- 
latives, under the title ofa clerk. That he withheld 
the ccmmissions until this arrangement was eiffect- 
ed, &c. &e. 

2. A long report of a committee of the house of 
representatives appointed to enquire into this mat- 
ter, follows. They examined many witnesses, cal- 
led for andreceived many papers, &c. and reported 
in substance, that—the office of auctioneer in the 
city of Philadelphia was sought for by 40 persons, 
when only 7 could be appointed; among the appli- 
cants was Samuel Fox. dinding that he would not 


probably be appointed, Edward Fox (father of | 


Samuel) made an agreement with Mr, Lisle, that 
he (Edward F.) should use all his influence to get 
said Lisle appointed one of the auctioneers, provid- 
ed Lisle would give the son, Samuel, the place of 
frst clerk, with a salary of $2000 dollarsa year. 
The governor appears to have been informed ofthis 
arrangement. After a variety of difficulties, too 
tedious to mention, and a series of negociations, 
equal in length, perhaps, to those recently had at 
Aix la Chapelle, it was so fixed that Lisle got the 
commission—and,though he did not appoint Samuel 
Fox first clerk as originally planned, he nevertheless 


gave him a salary of $1000 as anordinary clerk in} 


the store, and an additional 1000, gratwtously, to 
make up the substance ofthe contract. The report 
says -—“your committee have no hesitation in saying, 
that Lisle pays one thousand dollars per annum to Sam- 
wel Fox, more than his services is worth; and for which 
Lisle never received any other compensation than the 
interest andinfluence of Edward Fox and his friends, 
im procuring a commission for Lisle.’ The commit- 
tee, however, give testimony in favor of the fitness 
of Mr. Lisle for the appointment, and say, it «docs 
not appear that Sergeant even recommended” him; 
attributing his being commissioned to his respecta- 
ble standing as a citizen and the exertions and im- 


portunity of John Fox [brother of Samuel]. They 
secm to censure some parts of the proceedings, but 
give the opinion that the charges against the secre- 
tary have not been substantiated, and request to be 
discharged forma further consideration of the sub- 
ject. : 

3. Among the documents accompanying the re- 
port is a formal agreement between Lisle and Fox, 
according to the facts above stated, in which it is 
intimated that the governor having been consulted 
on the subject, had acceded tothe arrangement— 
also the following letter from the secretary of the 
commonwealth, at Harrisburg, to Mr. Bache, P. M. 
at Philadelphia. 

Hg. March 10, 1818. 

Dear Richard—t wish you immediately to attend 
for me to a subject which [have very much at heart, 
and on which something must be done immediately. 
Sam Fox (son of uncle) has been appt. for auct: bu 
uncle did not press the commission for him, being 
contented that he should by an arrangement with 
some one appd. receive $2000 p. an. and give his 
services, in return—An arrangement has been made 
by uncle with Lisle, which wd. have done very well, 
if L. had got the commission. But L. has tho’ not 
formally, yet in fact (between you 2nd me) with- 
drawn from the field, under a contemplatcd arrange- 
ment with Jennings, and I fear if Jennings gets the 
commiss. the other will fall thro’—Now as if L. got 
it the parties wd. be the same as if J. got. Why 
shd. there be any difficulty—I wish you tosce if the 
understanding cannot be made with J. also. If it 
cannot, I will certainly try to get L. appd. or some 
one that will. This is a matter which I have much 
at heart, and whichI certainly will use all my pow- 
ersto effect—it is not much that is asked. Sam/’s 
services will be worth a great deal: and besides, his 
friends give him quite as much title to this as any 
body’s doto a commission. They would be very 
glad to join him on such terms, if he got a commis- 
sion. Uncle is sick abed, and has not had the thing 
arranged as I expected: I have hitherto left it to him; 
but I now wish youto go aboutit. You may see and 
talk to him, but pray do not let any thing preve::t 
your attending to this immediately, and write me 
word—I will have things delayed in the meanwhile. 
If you can do nothing with J. I wish you to speak to 
Steelor Taylor. Steelat any rate ought not to he- 
sitate—nor Jennings, indeed—nor Wurts.-- I am de- 
termined to have the thing effected before the 
comm. are made out—and I wish some of those [have 
hitherto befriended would agree. x. 

Richard Bache, esq. Postmaster, Philad. 

The verbaltestimony is of formidable length, but 
probably, what is stated above may be sufficient to 
give a distinct idea of the subject. 

Though it does not appear that the public interest 
has suffered by those proceedings, or that any per- 
son can be justly regarded as criminai tor the part 
he took in them,—still, we have abundant evidence 
and ample exposure of the spirit that too often ope- 
rates upon offce-zivers and office- hunters; and which, 
we suppose, exists more orless every where. Mena 
in office, or having influence with those that are, ve- 
ry naturally prefer their own friends—but the case 





before us has tuo much of the appearance of selling 
this preference for money. The condition imposed 
|upon Lisle, is exactly to him asif he had purehas-J 
the appointment for 1000 dollars a vear. If the com- 
‘mission is worth it,the money ought to go into the 
‘state treasury. But we hope the legislature of Penn- 
| sylvania will see the propriety ofauthorising any one 
Ito do the business of an auctioneer, on purchasing a 
{license and giving needful security for the faithful 
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discharge of itsduties. Thus they can measurea- 
bly prevent the people from being “led into temp- 
ci without the least detriment to the public 
good. 

As some of our friends in Pennsylvania may be de- 
sirous of referring to the yeas and nays on this sub- 
ject, weadd the vote of the house, on the request 
of the committee to be discharged frem a further 
consideration of it—or, in other words, on agreeing 
to their report: 

Yeas—Messrs. Allshouse, Aurandt, Bond, Bow- 
man, Brewster, J. Cochran, Coulter, Craig, Criss- 
man, Davis, Dearth, Dewart, Dimmick, Doll, Drink- 
house, Fenstermacher, Gilmore, Hays, Heck, Her- 
rington, Hindman, Holmes, Houston, Irvine, Jones, 
Kennedy, Keys, T. Kreider, J. Kryder, Kyle, Law- 
rence, Lehman, Logan, Mann, Marks, M’Kean, 
M‘Meens, Mealey, Middlesworth, Miller, Neikerch, 
Newhard, Noble, Noon, Orr, Patterson, Purdon, 
Ramsey, Ray, Reed, Reeder, Reider, Ritcher, Robe- 
son, Seltzer, Smith, Souder, Stewart, Wallace, 
Wells, White, J. Wilson, S. Wilson, Young —64 

ays—Messrs. Ashbridge, Boyd, Cheyney, G. 
Cochran, Coleman, Emlen, Good,Graeff, Greisemer, 
Kerlin, Levan, M‘Mullin, Morrison, Mosher, Parke, 
Rohrer, Rutter, Sharp, Sturgeon, Thackara, Tre- 
vor, Weaver, Witherow, Wynkoop, Hill, speaker 
—-25. 





‘The American Farmer.” 

We heartily recommend the following notice of 
an intended publication to our readers. It is such a 
work as has long been wanted by the agriculturalists 
of the U. States, and we have nodoubt butthat it will 
haveawide circulation. Happily forus, may it remain 
so forever'—the American farmer is generally the 
cultivator of his own land, high-minded and intelli- 
gent, independent and laborious—as different from 
the being known by the same appellation in the old 
world as a freeman is from a slave. Tens of thou- 
sands of them, practical farmers, men who “hold the 
plough or drive,” have snug little libraries, and, in 
their leisure seasons, read much and reflect. Toa 
class so favored, who for moral and civic virtue 
may be considered as a “chosen people,” the acqui- | 
sition of a work like this, which, at a cheap rate, 
shall disseminate the resilts of experience and pro- 
ject improvement, must be very desirable: and we 
are pleased to give our testimony that few persons, 
if any, are better fitted to conduct such a work than 
Mr. Skinner; he is well informed, industrious and 
discriminating, as well as generally acquainted with 
the nature of the things which he intends principal- 
ly to treat of. Itis a laudable enterprize, and we 
wish him success, as well for his own sake as on ac- 
eount of the benefits’;which, we believe, must re- 
sult from a liberal support of his exertions. 


TO THE PUBLIC.' 

The subscriber will issue in the course of a few 
days, the first number of a weekly publication, to be 
printed on a single sheet, the size of a common 
newspaper. ars 

As, from the plan of the proposed publication, 
andthe nature of its contents, it ought to become a 
work of permanent utility, it will be printed in the 
canto form,so as to be more conveniently preserv- 
edi, in volumes. 

A principal portion ofeach number, will be reserv- 
ed for essays on avriculture, grazing, the best prin- 
ciples of breeding live stock—and, in short, for obser- 
vations on all the various branches of rural and do- 
mestic economy—The next portion, for original and 





select articles on miscellaneous syojects, and a brief 


——— 


chronicle of passing events;—And finally, the coun 
try subscribers may rely upon finding in each num. 
ber a correct account of the prices of country pro- 
duce, and of the principal articles in the common 
market. | 

Thts brief exposition will enable the reader to 
comprehend clearly the scope of the intended pub. 
lication; which, taking its name from its most promi- 
nent feature, will bear the title of “rHE AMERI. 
CAN FARMER,” and addressing itself to the inte. 
rests of all classes, it will not in any way interfere in 
mere party contentions. There appears now, hap. 
pily, to be a growing fondness throughout our coun- 
try, for agricultural, research and experiment, and 
there can be no doubt that a publication of this nature 
which should communicate the efforts making, and 
the lights already acquired by experience, in other 
states and countries, would excite a feeling of emula- 
tion, and give an impulse to public spirit in every 
state, from which the best consequences might be 
expected to result. ‘Tae Amenican Farmer” will 
open anew ground, and is not intended, or, in its na- 
ture, calculated, to interfere, with any established 
publication. 

For the manner in which his undertaking will be 
executed, the subscriber can offer only the pledge 
of some little experience in, and an ardent predilec- 
tion for agricultural pursuits. Besidesa valuable col- 
lection already made, he has taken measures to be 
supplied with the new publications of our own coun- 
try and of Europe, and he expects to be aided by 
the correspondence of intelligent landholders. With 
these explanations, offered in sincerity and truth, 
be informs those who may feel disposed to subscribe, 
that «The American Farmer” will be published for 
$4 per annum, payable half yearly in advance.— 
Seven hundred subscribers are already obtained, 
and some extra numbers will be stricken off, to give 
complete files to those who may make early applica- 
tion. 

g-pSubscriptions will be received by me, at No. 8, 
Calvert street, Baltimore. J. S. SKINNER. 








Foreign Articles. 
EUROPE—GENERALLY, 

Army, as the peace establishment, estimated at 
1,798,000 men; in the war establishment 3,608,000; 
marine, 462 ships of the line, 370 frigates, and 1922 
subordinate ofall classes.( Austrian statistical work.) 

ENGLAND, &c, 

An alarming combination of mechanics and artists, 
is said to exist in England—60,000 persons are sup- 
posed to be associated, and the number to be rapidly 
increasing, who each contribute one penny per week 
for the support of delegates, whose business it is to 
see that no innovation is made upon their rights by 
their employers. 

Since the commencement of the present year, 
there has been consumed in lighting the streets of 
London, each night, 300,000 cubic feet of gras; for 
the manufacture of which more than 100,000 Ibs. of 
coal were required. This quantity of gas furnished 
76,500 Argand lamps, the light of one which was 


equal toa pound of candles of six to the pound. The 


pipes for conducting this gas, embraced an extent of 
forty English miles—one reservoir, called a gasome- 
ter, received 27,000 cubic feet. 

By an act of the British parliament lately passed, 4 
reward of 720,000 is offered for the discovery of 2 
passage, by sea, between the Atlantic and Pacific. 
By another act, a reward of /5,000 is offered to those 
who shall frst approach within the degree of the 
North Pole. 4 = 
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Upwards of thirty vessels sailed from Liverpool 
en the 21st of January, for the East Indies. Their 
chief purpose seems to be to bring home cotton. 

Dr. Wolcott, the famous Peter Pindar,was buried 
in London on the 12th of January last. He was at 
the advanced age of 81 years, and very poor. 

‘wo Persian princes are in England for instruc- 
tion. They are reported to be masters of our lan- 
guage, and to read the best of the British poets with 
delight. 

The crown jewels have at last been found—the 
prince regent discovered the place in which they 
were deposited! 

An order in council has been issued to direct the 
people how to pray—in consequence of the decease 
of the queen. 

We find nothing in the recent advices from En- 
eland of any preparation for paying in gold and sil- 
ver, by the bank of England—the period at which 
payments in gold and silver were. to be resumed, 
was the 5th July, 1819. By late advices, it was to 
be again suspended to July, 1820. . 

Abstract of the net produce of the revenue of 

treat Britain, for the quarters ending Sth January, 
1817 and 1819, respectively, exclusive of arrear of 
war duties. 


1818. 1819. 
Customs 13,017,621 2,465,664 
Excise 5,499,672 6,238,040 
Stamps 1,666,552 1,530,532 
Post-Office 319,000 319,000 
Assessed taxes 2,260,017 2,303,778 
Land taxes 345,604 408,366 
Miscellaneous 255,518 153,381 





13,271,764 15,398,761 

The British papers speak of an association of 100 
persons—several of whom are menof science, litera- 
ture and general information, and wealthy, about to 
remove in a body to the U. States—who will take 
with them 100,000/. in money. 

Lord Erskine lately took a trip to Gretna Green, 
in female attire, to marry his housekeeper, by whom 
he had had several children, whom he designed 
thereby to legitimatise. The old man is about70 
years of age—his wife, 37. 

A London paper gives us a grave account about a 
cow taking the handle of a pump between her horns, 
and helping herself to a drink of water! 

Some of the disciples of Joanna Southcoat have 
been taken up for proclaiming the Shiloh, in Lon- 
don. They went through the streets crying out, 
“wo! wo! to the inhabitants of the earth because of 
the coming of the Shiloh!” ‘They created a mob, 
one fellow every now and then sounded a trumpet 
On promising to desist from such practices, they 
were dismissed hy the magistrates. 

The custody of- the king’s person, by act ef par- 
liament, has been confided te the duke of York. 

The committee appointed te devise a method to pre- 
vent the forgery of bank notes, have reported a plan 
forthe purpose, which it is thought will prove ef- 
fectual. If something is not speedily done, the sys- 
tem will fall; for the juries now never find a person 
guilty of forgery, if they can avoid it. 

So little are the British satisfied with the late Po- 
lar expedition, under capt. Koss, that two other ves- 
sels are to sail in search of a N. W. passage in the 
spring. From a statement before us, it would ap- 
pearthat capt. R. gave up the enterprize at the only 
moment which promised success—being in a large 
channel of warm water entirely free from ice, and 
650 fathoms deep, leading from Baffin’s bay, north- 
wardly, The adjacent shores appeared to lave a 
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tolerably good soil, on which many plants were 
growing—the most inviting spot that had been seen 
after passing the Artic circle. 

Law! ALiverpool paper of Jan. 25, says—In the 
vice chancellor’s court on Christmas eve, the master 
of the rolls delivered its final judgment in a suit be- 
tween a'ady named Threlfal, and the trustees of a 
school at Ellell, near Lancaster. ‘The cause of dis- 
pute was two perches of land. It had been in litiga- 
tion ten years, and from the conflicting testimony, 
the judge confessed he never met with amore diffi- 
cult case. The decision was against the lady. The 
costs of this long proceeding, on accounta piece of 
ground not worth 40/, amount to between 3000/. and 
4000/. each party. 

Stocks, Jan. 26.—3 per cent. consaqls 78 3-8 7-8 
1-2. 

Crim con. Five thousand pounds have been award- 
ed inacase of crim.con. in which the hussey who thus 
gave up herself to infamy, represented as exceed- 
ingly beautiful, was the mother of six children and 
pregnant with the seventh! 

Outrage upon the quakers at Carlow—from an En- 
glish paper. Asa number of females of the society 
of friends, were lately coming out of their meeting- 
house, at Carlow, they were assailed by a vile rabble, 
who. not content with using such missiles as fell di- 
rectly in their way, raked the very kennels for filth 
and ordure to heap on the persons of these respecta- 
ble people. The Roman Catholic priest of the town, 
the Rev. Wm. Fitzgerald, addressed his parishioners 
next Sunday, on the subject of this brutal outrage, 
in the following terms: 

«My very soul is harrowed up at the recollection 
of such an abomination! Some of these wretches are 
said to be Catholics—but I disown them. Chris- 
tianity disclaims, and Catholicity abhors them—they 
are the excommunicate of civil society. Such 
wretches, in Jerusalem, at the time of the persecu- 
tion of the Messiah, were the first to cry out, “Crucify 
Jesus!” [dn exclamation of herror ran through the 
congregation.| Such wretches in Constantinople, 
would be the very dregs of Mahometan fanaticism. 
I thank God their number is small; and, I am sure 
they are the vilest, the lowest, and foulest dregs of 
the people.” | 

a Fos! London Feb. 27.—The metropol's was on 
Tuesday enveloped in a fog, the most dense that has 
been witnessed for several years. The darknessin 
the early part of the day was not so very great asto 
be attended with extraordinary inconvenience; but 
it gradually increased, and about four o’clock it be- 
came impossible to discern an object at the distance 
ofa few paces. The carriages and waggons move- 
ing along the streets were not discernable from the 
flag-ways, and the passengers on the latter derived 
very little aid from the lights in the windows, or in 
the lamps, as most of the shops, from fear of acci-. 
dents, were shut, and several of the latter were ex- 
tinguished by the fog; even those which did burn 
afforded but a very feeble twinkling light, not visi- 
ble untila near approach, The coachmen alighted 
from their boxesto lead the horses, and the link-boys 
were in great numbers to offer their assistance; but 
with every possible care and precaution the passen- 
gers both on foot and in carriages, seldom succeeded 
in making their way without mistakes, and horses and 
carriages frequently deviated from the street to the 
flag-ways, to the imminent danger of the passengers: 
The noises made by the people in the streets, were 
frightful; some shricking from terror when surprised 
by the sudden approach of a horse ora carriage, 
and others calling out to their fellow-travellers to 
warn them of their danger, or anxiously enquiring 













































































* 
ieee 
ei 


bates 


te TR a6 a pe Ee 3 


a aie 


we 
Saree 


110 





NILES’ REGISTER---APRIL 3, 1819---EOREIGN ARTICLES. 





eat. 





- 


their way. In many cases the company deserted 
their carriages, which remained stationary, the 


coachman not knowing where they were. 


sums, from half a crown to ten shillings, were ob- 
tained by link-boysfor conducting a carriage through 
In the theatres, the actors on the 
stage were scarcely visible to the audience; and even 
private houses, though closed and well furnished 
with fires, w ere filled and darkened by this unwel- 


a single street. 


come visitor. 
FRANCE, 


Gen. Travot, who has been confined two years, 


has been pardoned by the king. 


Great efforts are making to put the French army 
on a respectable establishment—but the spirit, 
which constituted so large a part of the strength of 


this country, sleepeth. 


The receipt of the theatres and principal public 
gardens of Paris, during the year 1818, amounted to 


§,817,526 francs. 


A religious service in commemoration of the Mar- 
tyr King, was performed in allthe churches in Paris 


on the 21st of Jan. 


Mention is made of 13 oxen raised in France, the 
mean weight of which was 2500 lbs. on foot. 
much heavier than this average, were killed in Bal- 


timore last week. ] 


The following specimen of French magnanimity 
y: Duclos, repeat- 
edly assaulted colonel Fabvier, and at length pro- 
They met: Du- 
clos fired first, and grievously wounded col. Fabvier 
The latter answered by firing in 
the air, and pronounced the following remarkable 
words, which display a great mind: «Duclos, I was 
willing to become the victim of such a man as thou 
art, but honor forbids me to consider thee as my ad- 


is worthy of the days of chivalry: 
voked him to accept a challenge. 


in the shoulder. 


versary.” 


The following table is extracted from a work late- 
ly published in Paris, written by the count De La 


Borde: 


Extent of territory in France 108,000,000 acres, 


Population 
In agriculture 


17,500,000 Persons. 








In manufactures 6,200,000 
Indigent 800,000 
Various 4,000,000 
Total ' 28,500,000 
Annual agricultural produce £ 140,000,000 
Manufactures 38,000,000 
Permanent public revenues 30,000,000 


The following table in respect of England, isfrom 


the same author: 


Extent of territory in [G. Britain, ] 55,000,000 


Population. 
fn agriculture 


6,129,142 Persons. 








Tn manufactures 7,071,989 
Indigent 1,548,400 
Various 2,347,300 
Total 17,096,800 
Annual agricultural produce £225,000,000 
Manufactures 1 15,000,000) 
Permanent public revenue 62,000,000 


Marshal count Perpignon recently died at Paris, 


aged 64, 


A loan of 200 millions of francs is required to dis- 


charge the current expenses. 


, Paris papers contain the following description of 


that city:— 


There are now reckoned in Paris 2109 streets; 


Various 


Two 





110 alleys; 111 passages; 301 quays; 18 boulevards, 
87 places; 31 cross streets; 121 culs de sac; (courts 
through which there is no thorough-fare) 10 public 
promenades; 56 barriers; 16 gates; 16 bridges; 10 
halls; 28 market places; 9 prisons; 13 barracks; 12 
palaces; 2 cathedral chure!:es; 38 churches; 4 tem. 
ples; 3 colleges; 15 hospitals; 9 asylums for monks, 
and 10 theatres. 

A list of state pensions has been published. It is 
composed of 4,458 individuals, amountig to an ag. 
gregate of 2,292,264 fr. Namely, pensions on the 
civil list, 99 persons, 332,093 francs; Military and 

Vidows’ pensions, 4,143 persons, 1,918,563 francs; 
Ecclesiastical pensions, 216 persons, 41,068 fr. 

A letter from Paris states that the priesthood is 
pecoming very insolent and overbearing—that the 
Ring has in vain recommended moderation to them, 
&e. 

The following curious advertisement is in Gali- 
gani’s Paris Messenger: 

“Offer of Marriage.—-Count Sarsfield Lucan, de- 
scendant of the royal branch of Lorraine and. the 
Capets, and of other sovereigns in Europe, wishes 
to contract an alliance in marriage with any lady, 
capable, by her qualifications and fortune, of sup. 
porting the rank and titles which she will thus ac. 
quire. 

“The name of Sarsfield, Lord Lucan, is highly dis. 
tinguished in the military history of Lreland, in that 
eventful period immediately subsequent to the ex- 
pulsion of James II. fram the throne of Great Bri- 
tain, Sarsfield was general in chief of the Irish 
troops, and was one of those who took advantage of 
the capitulation of Limerick, to transfer himself and 
family to another country.” 

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 

Another report of an attempted escape of Napo- 
leon is given out to amuse the world—saying as hax 
an American vessel had entered St. Helena, appa- 
rently dismasted by stress of weather, &c.—and that 
very luckily, a sentinel detected the ex-emperor as 
he was lurking aboutto get on board of her, &c. 
The tale is not worth recording. 

A carriage built in India for gen, Bertrand, on 
arriving at St. Helena, was broken to pieces by « 
mob of British officers, lest it might contain letters 
to Bonaparte!—Every one seems tremblingly alive 
to an apprehension of his escape. He is never 
seen abroad—no Englishman knows any thing 0 
him but the orderly captain who getsan occasional 
glimpse of him through the window blinds. He 
nobly refuses all intercourse with his jailors. Ifever 
he escapes,and is again throned in France on thie 
hearts of the people, he will probably try the expe- 
riment how some other kings can bear such an 1m- 
prisonment. 

SPAIN. 

Every thing that we hear from Spain is just as dis- 
mal asitoughtto be. A nation permitting the exis 
tence of such a zovernment, civil and ecclesiastical, 
as curses this country, has a very small claim upon 
the charities of a freeman’s heart. When the 


| people send Ferdinand and his priests to the gal- 


lies, we shall feel interested in their welfare. 

It is again said that between 5 and 6000 troops 
were immediately to leave Cadiz for Lima, and that 
18000 more were assembled near that city, for oth- 
er points of South America. But however, it rather 
seems as if the means of transporting any of them, 
had not yet been perfected. 

ITALY. e 

Naples, Dec.8. Mount Vesuvius hasexhibited oné 
of those awful spectacles which have so often sett 
dismay in our unfortunate city; the abyss burst wi? 
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‘ble roaring, and after sending forth whirl- 
a: ee flame | scorie, it vomited a bed of lava, 
which extended itself even to the limits of the vil- 
jage de la Torre del Grecco. 
NETHERLANDS. 
The population of the following cities of Holland, 
at the last dates here stated, was as follows: 


1795. 1818. 
Hague 58,433 41,955 
Leyden, 30,955 28,601 
Dordrechet, « 18,014 18,525 
Rotterdam, 53,213 56,300 


Atrial has been going on at Brusscls of some per- 
sons charged witha plotto place Napoleon’s son on 
the French throne. 

The number of birthsat Amsterdam in 1818, was 
6888, (3525 boys, 3363 girls.) There were 1585 
marriages and 22 divorces. 

GERMANY. rae 

A person called Baron Hornstein, a courtier in 
Bavaria, apparently died, and was buried. But two 
days after on opening the vault, it was found that he 
had recovered, and forced his way out of the coffin, 
and was really dead near the entrance of the vault, 
where it was supposed, he had dashed his brains out 
in a fit of desperation. : 

Bavaria.—The number of families is ascertained 
(by census) to be 789,109, or about 4,000,000 of po- 
pulation. ; 

Mr. Malchus, it appears, was discharged from his 
situation of finance minister to the king of Wurtem- 
berg, in consequence of a mistake in figures: he had 
set down the revenue at 4,000,000 instead of 3,000,- 
QUU! 

PRUSSIA. 

“Berlin, Dec. 22. Anofficial statistical estimate of 
eur monarchy has recently been published. Its de- 
tails are as follow: 

«“Extent—5,028 square geographical leagues, at 
15 leagues to adegree. 

“Population (1817)—10,588,157 souls, making 
2,106 to each square league. 

Males from 15 to 60 years of age—3,028,448. Of 
464,191 newly-born infants,38,585 were illegitimate. 
The mortality for the above year has been 2 in 69, 
thatis on 33 men and 36 women. A ninth of the 
accidental deaths is attributed to the parents ne- 
glecting the benefits of vaccine inoculation; two 
ninths to suicide or drowning, by individuals bath- 
ing in the rivers. 

| RUSSIA. 

It is again reported that Russia has obtained a ¢es- 
sion of St. Bartholomew’s irom Sweden. 

Merchandize exported to the United States from 
St. Petersburg, for the year up to Sept. 30, 1818, in 
65 American vessels—bar iron 288,353 poods; sheet 
do. 7,654; clean hemp 246,162; outshot do. 11,613; 
half clean do. 6,959; tallow 8,798; tallow candles 
410; bristles 4,122; feathers 1,494; copper 530; sail 
cloth 33,992 pieces; flems. 20,619; ravens duck 
90,528; broad diapers, assorted, 652,166; narrow do. 
9,595; crash 191,707. 

Army (1819) 880,000—360,000 being infantry; 
63,000 regular cavalry; 86,000 Cossacks, 49,600 ar- 
tillery, and 300,000 marines, veterans, &c. 

A satistical survey of Poland has been published 
at Warsaw. That kingdom, in its present state, 
contains 2191 square miles (15 to a degree,) 481 
towns, 22,694 villages, and a population of 752,324 
souls, of which 212,944 are Jews. 

SWEDEN. 

The privilege of smoaking tobacco in Sweden, ex- 
cept by soldiers and sailors, must be purchased by 
paying a tax of from four to eight escalins a yeare 


| EAST INDIES, 

Some of the English and Dutch governors in the 
East Indies do not seem exactly to agree, as to the 
jurisdiction of their respective nations. ‘The latter 
are charged by the former of putting down some 
“legitimate” princes for being too much English. 
So they go. 

A woman was lately duried alive with the dead 
body of her husband, near Calcutta. In about six 
months, 39 widows were burnt alive at the same 
place. 

A serious insurrection took place at Java, Sept. 
17, 1818, among the Dutch troops, in which four 
or five hundred persons were slain. 

SUMATRA. 

Sir T. F. Raffles, the British governor at Fort 
Marlborough, accompanied by his lady and a few 
persons, unarmed, has penetrated the interior of this 
great and valuable island, with a view to extend the 
British influence over the people, and open a trade 
with them in gold, cassia, camphor, &c. 

The inhabitants beyond the mountains, were re- 
presented as savages—the contrary is found to be 
the case; their fields are well cultivated, their cities 
large, andthe country so populous that «within a 
space of twenty milesthe people were estimated to 
amount to a million.” 

Fhe mountains, 6000 feet high, can only be passed 
on foot—the roads were too bad even to admit the 
carriage of lady Raffles in achair. She undertook 
the journey as furnishing evidence to the natives of 
the peaceable intentions of the expedition. 

The governor entered into treaties with some of © 
the princes, anda considerable trade between the 
parties is eXpected speedily to take place. The isl- 
and contains much gold, and its vegetable produc- 
tions are very luxuriant and exceedingly valuable. 

NEW HOLLAND. 

Wool, of a very superior quality, has been import- 
ed into England from Botany Bay. When the best 
Spanish wool was selling at from 6s to 7s 6d per lb. 
this brought 1ls. The sheep in New Holland were 
originally carried from Spain, and have improved 
exceedingly, 

AFRICA. 

A London paper announces that we may soon ex- 
pect some interesting information about the interi- 
or of Africa: a very intelligent and enterprizing gen- 
tleman, named Bodeck, having recently returned to 
England, after having penetrated to and successfully 
explored the kingdom of the Ashantees, in which 
he resided for six months; in the former part of which 
he was treated with great severity, but in the latter, 
with great kindness by the king of the country. 

EGYPT. 

The great defeat of the Wechabites was to be 
pompously celebrated at Cairo, after which the 
prince Abdallah, and the princes and princesses of 
his family, were to be sent prisoners to Constanti- 
nople. The powcr of the Wechabites is said to be 
destroyed, and so the Grand Turk “legitimately” 
fovernsagain in Arabia. 

BARBARY POWERS, 

The plague rages severely at Tunis—it is said 

that from 2to 300 persons have daily died with it. 
CANADA. 

Lord Selkirk and others, his colleagues, have been 
pretty smartly fined in several cases tried in Canada, 
for false imprisonment and other outrages upon 
sundry persons of the north-west company, &c. His 
lordship seems to have actedina very lordly man- 
ner. 


WEST INDIES. 





The ¢rater of the Suffriere Mountain, in the is}- 
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and of St. Vincent, it is stated, has been filled | 
with water. The centre has about 16 fathoms of 
that fluid, which appears by the latest accounts to 
be still rising, and was of a sulphuric taste, emitting 
a strong smell. 

A great mortality prevails among the troops at 
Tobago. : . 

A Spanish [perhaps a really American] schooner. 
from Africa for Havanna, with 100 slaves on board, 
was lately wrecked on one of the Bahamas—only 14 
ef the slaves were saved. We regret to hear that 
the master and 3 seamen escaped. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

We yield to no one in our devotion to the cause 
of liberty in South America. The patriot cause has 
been as our own, since its beginning. Butit is now | 
disgraced by numerous vessels, bearing indepen- | 
dent flags, whose sole purpose is plunder. The seas: 
teem with sheer pirates, robbing all persons that | 
they think they can do with safety to themselves. | 
The people of the United States are justly becom-. 
ing disgusted with such conduct; and pudlic opinion | 
will soon support the laws enacted to restrain them. | 
Let us not, however, impute these things to the pa-| 
triots of South America, whose local governments | 
are ignorant even of the names of many ofthe cruis- | 
ers sailing under their flags! They are the acts of 
bad men, who care nota straw whether the inde-' 
pendence of the state whose flag they use, is es-' 
tablished or not. We regret to say, that many of 
them are our countrymen; so debased asto permit 
the nominal commander ofa vessel to order his men 
«to haul down the d—d Yankee flag.” They have | 
also made absolute captures of several American 
vessels—in one case the villains, with ropes’ ends in 
their,hands, which they frequently used, compelled 
the crew of an American schooner to transport and 
stow away the choicest parts of her cargo in the hold 
of their own vessel! They are most commonly under 
the flag of Artigas; and indeed, it does not appear 
now that that flag can be regarded as any thing more 
than that of mere pirates. 

The U. S. schooner Firebrand is cruising in the 
West Indies, to protect our commerce. We hope 
that several other light vessels will be associated 
with her for this purpose. 

Com.Aury’s force, which rendezvoused at Old Pro- 
vidence, appears tobe nearly annihilated, by the loss 
of several of his vessels in a gale, and adreadful de- 
struction of his men by disease and hardships. 

We frequently hear of Americans confined in 
Spanish dungeons, having been captured in the pa- 
triot service. These are cases in which our govern- 
ment cannot interfere Fhey have abandoned the 
flag of their country—we may feel for their distres- 
ses, but have no right to do any thingin their behalf, 
unless to claim them for punishment. 

We have a report from Havanna, (says the 
Charleston Courier) and which was generally cre- 
dited there, that the patriots are in complete posses- 
sion of Lima. 

Two privateers, under the flag of Artigas have! 
been captured by the Portuguese in the harbor of! 
Port-Praya. The crews were to be sent to Rio Ja-| 
neiro, in irons. > 

Ship loads of men, to aid the patriots of South 
America, are openly sent from London. 500 se-| 
jected men, for a regiment of cavalry, are raisi ng. | 
No persons are enlisted but those who have seen| 
service; nor are any but young and hearty men re-! 
ceived. 

A Lisbon Gazette of the 9th ult. received by the | 
Atalanta, contains an important Span sh roval orter, | 
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cil of war, relative to the treatment of foreigners en. 
gaged in assisting the insurgents of South America, 
dated at Madrid, 14th January; by which it is de. 
clared, hat, “all foreign adventurers who shall be 
apprehended with arms in their hands in his majes. 
ty’s ultra-marine dominions, under the flag of the 
said insurgents, or furnishing them with munitions of 
war, shall suffer capital punishment; and that such 
persons shall not be comprehended in the pardons 
which his majesty has conceded or shall hereafter 
concede in favor of his natural subjects.” 
CHRONICLE. 

The case of the Portuguese ship Monte Allegro, 
now lying in Baltimore, as a prize to a privateer un- 
der the flag of Artigas, and ordered to be restored 
to the owners a few days ago, has been reconsider- 
ed, and now stands open for trial, as if no decree 
had taken place. 

The legislature of Virginia adjourned onthe 13th 
ultimo, after a session of ninety-eight days, during 
which they passed 280 acts. 

The U. S. ship Hornet, capt. Read, sailed from 
Boston for Cadiz, on the 26th ult. having on board 
Mr. Forsyth, minister to Spain, and his suite. 

A New York paper observes—The safe arrival of 
the ship Comet, from this port, at Havre, is highly 
gratifying to the underwriters of this city. It will 
be recollected she took out a diamond, on which 
100,000 dollars was insured. 

Letters were recently received in Philadelphia, 
from on board the U. S. ship Ontario, dated at Callao, 
Dec. 6,181. The Ontario was to proceed imme- 
diately to Valparaiso, and after a short stay at that 
place to sail forthe U. States. 

The president of the U. S. has started on a tour 
southward. Much is said about the manner of re- 
ceiving him at Savannah, Charleston, &c. He is ac- 
companied by the secretary at war. 

The mail between New Orleansand Nashville has 
beenrobbed. The particrlars have not been stated, 
but the fact seems indubitable. 

The great canal from lake Erie to the Hudson. ‘The 
New York Columbian has the following cheering 
paragraph: “A COMPANY OF GENTLEMEN, of known 
capital, have offered to do the whole of this vast work, for 
a lease of the SaLT spnines, €Fc. belonging to the state 
for fifty years, when they shall revert back to the present 
owners; and never to sell the salt at the works above the 
present price, which is only thirty-seven and an half 
cents per bushel. Itcan be hardly necessary to state 
that such a contract would injure the state to an 
enormous amount.” 

Stephen Van Rensselaer has been elected by the 
legislature of New York, to be regent of the univer- 
sity of that state, vice Smith Thompson, (naw secreta- 
ry of the navy,) resigned. 

The Rev. Dr. Waddill, of Abbeville, is appointed 
president of the university of Georgia. 

Domestic goods. Sixty two specimens of domes: 
tic cloth were offered for premium to the society for 
promoting useful arts, at Albany. The aggregate 
quantity was 2108 vards. 

Platisburg. We have a queer reportin a Boston 
paper, that this memorable town, “is ascerta ned” 
tobe w'thin the British boundary. We do ‘not be- 
heve it—and, if it is so, we can’t part with it. 

Western banks. It is siated that to collect the 
pubi c mon es due in Ohio, the secretarv of the trea- 
sury has directed that the public deposits shall be 
made :n certain of the Tocal banks, and not in the 
offices of the bank of the U. S. agheretofore. Ths 
willafford a great reliefto the people of that state 











